POSITION PAPER ON RPS SERVICES 2009
The BRA’s Records Preservation Section has undertaken a strategic review of the capacity it has to support the archival sector as a whole through the services it provides.  This is because the cessation of support from The National Archives has rendered the employment of a full time professional archivist impossible and the Section has had to fall back on professionally qualified archival assistance from its volunteer supporters.

The principal services offered in the past have been the temporary storage and allocation of accumulated documents, usually received from solicitors firms, to appropriate record repositories, the Archivist for Hire scheme and the provision of advice to enquirers on a range of archival matters.  It has become apparent to us that we will not be able to continue to provide the same service as before.
We have therefore decided to focus our efforts on the traditional activity of accepting and distributing documents, making use of professionally qualified volunteer support to sort and assess the documents.  We will be able to continue to provide our own storage accommodation, capable of offering temporary storage for all but the largest deposits, but we will now encourage potential depositors wherever possible to deposit material directly in suitable record offices and libraries.  Where records are privately held outside London or the South-East, East of England, East Midlands and West Midlands Regions and might be expected to relate primarily to the region in which they are held, our policy is now to seek wherever possible the support of locally situated archive services in providing advice to owners of archives.. 
We will continue to offer a limited on-site assessment service to solicitors’ firms and other owners or custodians of documents who are within reasonable travelling distance of London (normally in the regions specified above, where a return journey can be completed within a day).  This service can include an initial assessment of the archive collection as a whole.  These on-site visits will be carried out by our professionally qualified volunteers and, in appropriate circumstances, we would normally invite a donation towards meeting our costs. We will seek locally based qualified volunteers to assist owners of archives situated beyond a reasonable travelling distance.  
It will not be possible for us to continue to offer our Archivist for Hire Scheme, which we are now discontinuing, but if approached we shall endeavour to recommend suitable specialists or consultants who might be able to assist clients achieve their objectives.  Similarly, although we shall try to deal with the various types of archival enquiry that we receive, in practice we shall have increasingly to pass these on to other bodies, principally the Archives Sector Development department of The National Archives, who support custodians of records, including private owners, with a range of services and written guidance.  For more information see:
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/archives/default.htm?source=ddmenu_services4
For further information or to ask for advice from the BRA’s RPS please contact us.
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