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The British Records Association is a charity, founded in 1932, that seeks to represent the interests of archive owners, custodians and users.  It maintains the Records Preservation Section, which temporarily holds records at risk and hands them on to appropriate places of long term deposit.

The BRA warmly welcomes the Religious Archives Survey 2010.  We recognise it as both a very useful collaborative exercise and a very timely one.

As a project, it is without doubt a landmark because it has involved helpful information gathering and some very positive relationship building.  It has, moreover, provided an opportunity for us all to think creatively about both the value, and the needs, of a key segment of the archives sector in the United Kingdom.
The BRA hopes that the collaborative aspects of this project will point the way to necessary future activities.  We are convinced that interested and committed individuals, groups and organisations will need to work together more closely and more sustainedly than ever before, if the risks that threaten archives at the present time are to be resisted and overcome.

The timely nature of the Religious Archives Survey exercise must be immediately apparent to anyone observing the impact of the present funding crisis and the continuing economic downturn.  Serious threats exist to the preservation and use of archives already in the custody of record repositories, as well as to archives as yet undeposited.

The BRA believes that it will not be enough for the Religious Archives Survey to result in strategic and generic guidance to owners, managers, archivists and users dealing with religious archives.
Greater progress will be achieved in the preservation and use of the archives if a secure basis is built for each collection.  For this to be done, practical help and targeted, specific guidance will frequently be needed: perhaps it will be help with surveying records or with sorting, arranging and cataloguing them; or it could be advice on storage and access arrangements; or guidance on managing electronic records.  Support of this kind was once available in most respects from the Historical Manuscripts Commission.  And it is up to its successor body to ensure that resources and expertise are available to provide the practical support needed by the wider archival community, now and in the future.
The BRA has members with knowledge and expertise enabling them to give assistance and advice of the kind I have just mentioned.  And should it be asked, it would be willing to assist in particular cases or to coordinate activity with other bodies, so far as its resources allow, in order to engage in the collaborative task of supporting religious archives.

The BRA also thinks that some practical provision is needed for archives at imminent risk of destruction, dispersal or decay.  The existence of a place or places of temporary deposit to which such records could be sent without charge on an interim basis whilst suitable places of long term deposit are found for them could be very helpful.  The BRA itself takes in some such records and is ready to help in this way with religious archives where it can, but its space is limited.  It would be nice to see The National Archives take a lead in this matter, perhaps finding some storage room itself.

So, in conclusion, the BRA welcomes the Religious Archives Survey and looks forward to the next phases of its development, in which the BRA is willing to play a practical role, as far as its own resources permit.  We are open to further discussion as to how this might work.
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