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Chair’s Report
I am delighted to report that the BRA continues to fire on all cylinders and has been
active on many fronts. Some of our work is covered elsewhere in this Newsletter by
reports from other members of the Executive Committee all of whom work hard to
achieve our aims. This is also the first Newsletter to be edited by Sarah Hart who
works for Country Life and has kindly volunteered to assist us. Janet Foster’s
editing of the Series Four Newsletters to date had been excellent and this releases
her to do other tasks for the BRA.
The two most important pieces of news are that members voted unanimously at the
recent Extraordinary General Meeting to accept the new constitution. This means
that once formally adopted by the Charity Commission (which has given approval to
the draft) the BRA can work towards a more streamlined and efficient Council.
Further information about this will be sent out later in the year prior to our AGM
which this year will be held on Wednesday, 17 October.
…/
1

The second major item of news is that we have signed an agreement with Liverpool
University Press and from next spring they will publish our journal Archives. The
BRA has been keen to make this change for some time and there have been
lengthy discussions and negotiations. We believe that LUP is the right fit for our
needs and their interests. There are many benefits for us in this – not only will it
allow the journal to appear in electronic and hard copy form but the editor will be
relieved of some of the onerous copy editing work. Vitally, access to the journal and
its use and profile will go up, as this means that Archives will reach a larger and
potentially wider readership (see p3 for more on this).
Following the EGM members were able to get together for a very pleasant
conversation over drinks. The opportunity to meet informally was enjoyed by all
and we are fortunate in having access to the relaxed space available at Cowcross
Street where we benefit in many ways from sharing the work space there with
other like-minded bodies.
Another highly enjoyable event was our visit to Lambeth Palace Archives and
Library, followed by Lambeth Garden Museum (covered on p6). Members are
strongly advised to book for the next event/ visit to three Oxford Colleges to be
held on 20 September (see p 4-5 for more details).
This year’s AGM on Wednesday 17th October will be followed by the annual Bond
Lecture. This will be delivered by Andrea Seles, the new Secretary General of the
International Council on Archives (ICA), and we much look forward to hearing her
views on the implications of technological changes for archivists. Then we will have
the presentation of the Janette Harley Prize, the first year that this will be awarded.
Our website gradually improves, but we are aware of shortcomings and are working
to make it better still over the next year. Next Spring we also hold our Conference
making a break from traditionally holding it in November. With the AGM and the
Bond Lecture in October the two meetings are too close at present and travel in
November is not always easy. It is hoped that a Spring date will prove better for
speakers and members. The conference topic will be ‘Records of Suburbia’ and it is
being organised jointly by Ruth de Wynter and Victoria Northwood (any suggestions
please contact Ruth at ruthdewynter@me.com).
This brief note does not begin to mention the many other initiatives and discussions
that the BRA is holding with The National Archives and other bodies over joint
ventures (such as working on a conference/event for the anniversary of the
Historical Manuscripts Commission), but members can be assured that we are
actively promoting the preservation and research understanding of records in a
number of ways which will publicised in due course.
We are always keen to hear from members who might have ideas of things the BRA
might consider (for example events or the promotion of issues). And of course, we
are also always glad to learn of anyone who might wish to help us in any way, small
or large. My thanks to all those who already do so and to the enthusiasm of all of
you who wish to see the BRA succeed as an independent body working for archives.
Julia Sheppard, Chair
June 2018
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Records at Risk update
I hope you have all had a chance to read the Records
Preservation Section (RPS) retrospective in the
Spring 2018 issue of Archives. The archives have
revealed the sometimes controversial role of the
section within the BRA over the last 85 years. Since
our move to Cowcross Street, the RPS has been
merged fully into the BRA. We are now working with
a widening circle of partners to promote preservation
of records at risk.
The Collections at Risk Strategy steering group (with
representatives from archives and academic projects)
had a second meeting on Thursday 21st June.
Progress was made on organising:
-
-

-
-

A forum with historians and the research
community (now planned for November)
A website (working title Records at Risk) to
disseminate guidance and information about
records rescue projects
A contingency fund for emergency rescue
Records management training for professional
bodies.

We are also working with the Legal Records at Risk
(LRAR) project at University of London to ensure a
sustainable legacy for the project after September,
and the Federation of Family History Societies to
identify and organise deposit of pre-registration
deeds with local repositories.
We are also supporting the project developing
protocols for racially offensive archive descriptions,
with the Wellcome Library.
We have participated in workshops on GDPR data
protection regulations at Cowcross Street and issued
a statement, along with our privacy notice on 25 May
2018, deploring the potential loss of valuable records
as a consequence of the mistaken belief that GDPR
requires the deletion of personal data.
On a practical level we are helping another charity at
Cowcross Street, concerned with the preservation of
public monuments and sculpture (the Public
Monuments and Sculpture Association) organise and
preserve its archives. We are finalising distribution of
material the BRA took in, or agreed to take in before
our move, and continuing thanks are due to Alison
Cassidy who is producing a much improved and
integrated catalogue for the BRA archives deposited
over the years at London Metropolitan Archives.
Penny Baker, Vice-Chair
June 2018
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Notes from
the EGM
At the Extraordinary
General Meeting held on
Monday 18th June the
Executive Committee was
delighted to be able to
announce the finalisation
of negotiations with
Liverpool University Press,
who will publish Archives
on behalf of the British
Records Association from
2019. The first issue under
the new agreement will be
published in Spring 2019
and, for the first time, will
be fully available online.
Online access to the last
13 years of the journal will
also be available to all
subscribers and members
of the Association.
This exciting development
will raise the profile of
both Archives and the BRA
at no additional cost to
members, and the
Executive Committee
would like to thank the
Editor, Dr Ruth Paley, for
her efforts in identifying
this opportunity, and
bringing it to fruition.
The revised constitution of
the British Records
Association was also
unanimously approved at
the EGM and will now be
sent to the Charity
Commission for formal
approval before the BRA
membership are asked to
formally adopt it at the
AGM in October.
Meanwhile, minutes of the
EGM will be circulated with
the notice of the AGM.
Victoria Northwood,
Hon Secretary

Some further sources for ‘Shopping in the Archives’
A stimulating conference last year on ‘Shops and Shopping in the Archives’ likely
sent the audience away considering related aspects of its theme. Three might be
considered in particular, which are: small family concerns; material from multiples
that might have escaped central collections and the physical evidence of former
retail premises that may since have been converted.
Small family and local businesses
Contemporary directories that give addresses and titles of undertakings, with
occasional advertisements, are an obvious starting point for local businesses. Any
surviving business records should be sought in the relevant local record office,
where family records might include receipted bills form local retailers. Local history
publications often at least touch on the subject and many locations now have
excellent detailed and illustrated histories including material of relevance to the
retail trade.
Material from multiples
Ephemera collections and the ongoing trade in ephemera including retail trade
items, deriving from large-scale commodity producers: from both multiple traders,
possibly including publicity material which may have not found its way into a
centralised archive and from local retailers.
Standard works on ephemera include Printed Ephemera by John Lewis (publ.
Cowell, 1962 and Faber and Faber, 1969); Collecting Printed Ephemera by Maurice
Rickards (publ. Studio Vista, 1976) and Maurice Rickards’ The Encyclopedia of
Ephemera (publ. The British Library Publishing Division and Routledge, 2000).
The best introduction to current trends and to the market is membership of the
Ephemera Society (www.ephemera-society.org.uk) and the concomitant receipt of
its attractive journal The Ephemerist.
Physical evidence of retail premises
Behind the High Street by Kenneth Hudson (publ. Bodley Head,1982) is a
somewhat idiosyncratic and limited (48pp) look at buildings of the retail trade. With
standardised design of their shopfronts, multiples should have relevant material in
their archives. Where shops have changed hands the corporate housestyle, as with
Burtons and W. H. Smith (two rows of small panes along the top of the main
window), will give visual clues. Meanwhile painted signs or advertisements on brick
plasterwork may survive from former local businesses.
Richard Storey

Upcoming Events
Visit to Oxford Colleges Thursday 20th September, 2018
The BRA’s next outing is a visit to Oxford Colleges on Thursday 20th September
2018. The day will start at 11am Exeter College’s new premises for their Archives
and Special Collections in Cohen Quad, Walton Street on the site of the old Ruskin
College with an opportunity to view the new reading room and archive store, and
an archive display. The group will then be taken to Turl Street for a tour of Exeter
College’s main site. After a break for lunch the afternoon will begin at 2pm at Jesus
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College, with a tour of the college and an archives
display. The final visit will be to Lincoln College at
3pm for a tour and visit to their archives in
Museum Road.
The day will involve accompanied walking between
Walton Street and Turl Street and from there to
Lincoln College’s archive premises in Museum Road
(about 10 minutes each trip). Due to nature of the
buildings, the tours of the Colleges will also involve
some stairs. There is an exhibition on Tolkien, an
alumnus of Exeter College (pictured, left), at the Bodleian Weston Library on Broad
Street. There may be time for individual visits during the lunch break (12.30-2pm)
or at the end of the day (4pm). Tickets for this are free but must be booked in
advance. Visit tolkien.bodleian.ox.ac.uk
The cost of the trip is £12 for BRA members, £15 for non-members. Numbers are
limited to 15, so will initially be open to BRA members and one guest. If places
remain nearer the date, they will be advertised via the website. To book your place,
please email info@britishrecordsassociation.org.uk

More Upcoming Events
The National Archives’ collection at Kew.
Entry is free though parking charges
apply. Visit nationalarchives.gov.uk

◉ Records of charities and voluntary
organisations: How to care for, or
deposit, your archives and records
Monday 17th September, 2018
Organised by the ESRC-funded
Discourses of Voluntary Action research
project in association with the Mass
Observation Archive and the British
Academy. This workshop will be held at
The Keep, in Falmer, East Sussex. Cost
£5. For more information or to register,
visit discoursesofvoluntaryaction.
wordpress.com/events/

◉ Business Archives Council Annual
Conference
14-15th November, 2018
This year’s conference will be a joint
two-day event with the International
Council on Archives Section for
Business Archives. The conference will
be held at TNA in Kew on the theme of
‘Trust’. More details will be added
to the BAC’s website,
businessarchivescouncil.org.uk over
the next few months.

◉ Doncaster and District Family
History Society’s ‘Family & Local
History Fair’
Saturday 13th October, 2018
Entry £2, parking free.
Visit doncasterfhs.co.uk

◉ Discovering Collections,
Discovering Communities
19-21th November, 2018
The theme of this year's conference
is ‘Memory and Transformation’, with
panels ranging from problematic
anniversaries and material narratives
to digital memories and public
reminiscence.
This year's conference will be held at
Birmingham Conference and Events
Centre and the evening meal will be at
the Birmingham Museum and Art
Gallery. To find out more or register
visit dcdcconference.com

◉ The British Records Association
AGM
Wednesday 17th October, 2018
Details to follow to all members
◉ ‘Suffragettes vs. the State’
at The National Archives
Until 26th October, 2018
Discover the journey to universal
suffrage through the original
documents, photographs and records in
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Lambeth Palace Library and Gardens
Friday 1st June, 2018
BRA members had the opportunity to meet
Rachel Cosgrave, the senior archivist at
Lambeth Palace and several of her colleagues
to hear about the history of the Library, its
collections and the work of the archivists,
librarians and conservators at the palace.
The visit also included learning of the planned
relocation of the entire contents of the palace
library and the Church of England Record
Centre (currently in Bermondsey) to a new
building in the grounds of the palace.
Work on the new building starts this year and
is scheduled for completion in 2020. We will be
hearing more in a future issue about the work
being undertaken in moving the books and
archives to the new location.
After looking around the conservation studio
and great hall, members were able to have
lunch in the palace gardens before moving on
to the next stop of the day, a visit to the
nearby Garden Museum.
Top left: A view of the great hall; Bottom
left: The conservation studio

The Garden Museum
Having undergone major redevelopment from 2015-17 the new Garden Museum,
situated next door to Lambeth Palace on Lambeth Palace Road has two new
learning spaces, new galleries and a rapidly expanding archive that includes the
plans of acclaimed garden designers. Members were given a tour by archivist Gillian
Butler and museum director, Christopher Woodward. Afterwards, we caught up with
Gillian to find out more about her work.
Q What does the archive currently comprise of?
A The archive has been relatively recently established, and focuses on the work of
contemporary garden designers, such as Russell Page, Penelope Hobhouse, John
Brookes and Beth Chatto. We also have collections which are related to the subject
of garden design, such as images from garden photographer Andrew Lawson, and
the records of William Wood and Son Ltd. who were horticultural suppliers.
Q What stage are things at since the redevelopment?
A The Museum has been open a year since its redevelopment and part of the
building work included creating a dedicated archive store and research space called
the Foyle Study Room. At the moment we are still putting in place everything that
is needed to open and run the archive, both in terms of how it will operate and
taking in more collections. A number of keen depositors have come forward
throughout the project and now we are taking their collections one by one. We have
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also made great strides in getting new archive policies and procedures in order, and
working out how best to provide access to researchers in the Foyle Study Room.
Q What are you working on just at the moment?
A A large part of the work being undertaken in order to prepare us for researchers
involves, as ever, listing and cataloguing the collection! Some of our key collections
need a bit more work to get them to an accessible state. For example, we have
received funding from The Backstage Trust to repackage a collection from Penelope
Hobhouse. This collection will consist of about 80 boxes of business files and over
250 garden plans. In addition to this, the Russell Page collection, which was
catalogued as part of a recent project funded by The Geraldine Stutz Trust, will be
used by an historian to research and publish work on some of Page’s most
celebrated gardens and his drafts for a sequel to The Education of a Gardener.
Since the cataloguing of this collection, we have received further deposits and will
be hiring a cataloguer to complete this last section.
Q What is a typical day like for you?
A As well as working on getting the archive ready and managing the collections,
most days involve answering enquiries from researchers. Though the archive is not
open yet, we are already receiving lots of questions about our collections, especially
that of Russell Page. I also prepare material to show group visits and potential
donors. As an independent charity, drumming up interest in the work of the
Museum and securing financial support is very important. The Garden Museum is
very lucky to have a huge group of volunteers, and so managing an archive
volunteer is also part of the daily task.
Q What are your biggest challenges currently?
A I think one of the biggest challenges is working with recently created material.
Almost all our collections are being deposited by the people creating the records,
and so while we want to ensure that the right material is deposited and it
represents the work of these individuals, we also need to be mindful of taking in too
much material we can’t give public access to yet. We want to get a good balance.
However, there are lots of benefits of being able to work with the record creators
directly, as the insights we get on their work is invaluable.
Q What aspects of your job do you enjoy most?
A I like the fact that even though it is a collection
based around garden design, there are surprising
items within the collections too which reveal more
about the individuals. For example, Russell Page’s
collection contains 11 drawings and watercolours done
by Page himself. They include pieces showing the
quay at Hydra, a bazaar in north Africa and a man and
child in the Red Fort, Delhi.

The Garden Museum is at 5 Lambeth Palace Road,
SE1 7LB. For admission details and opening hours
visit gardenmuseum.org.uk
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Above left: Some of the archives of John Brookes on display; right: A carving of
Tradescant at Hatfield House – Tradescant is buried at the Garden Museum.
Previous page: Tradescant’s tomb and the courtyard, designed by Dan Pearson

Meeting of the City, Oxford and Cambridge Groups
Monday 11th June, 2018
Every year, for the last
few years, there has been
an annual meeting of
archivists working in the
Oxford and Cambridge
Colleges, and the smaller
London archive
repositories. We take it in
turn to visit each city, and
the archivists there
provide a day’s events,
involving a selection of
papers, with a tour of
somewhere interesting in the middle of the day. Last year, the groups met at St.
John’s College, Oxford, but this year it was London’s turn, and we were invited to
the Museum of the Order of St. John at Clerkenwell (pictured above).
Several of the day’s speakers shared with their experiences of major new projects,
often involving new buildings. So Katie George (Archivist) and Naomi Evans (Public
Programmes Manager), of the Salter’s Company, told us about their new archive
store, funded largely by an HLF grant, and the outreach work which they could now
do, while Ruth Frendo, Archivist of the Stationers’ Company, spoke about the
creation of the Tokefield Archive Centre in Stationers’ Hall, which BRA members
visited last year. Charlotte Willett, Digitisation Archivist at the Baring Archive, gave
valuable insights into the challenges of setting up a pilot project to digitise that
company’s archives, while Paul Campion, Honorary Archivist of the Musicians’
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Company, told us of his Company’s successful efforts to digitise their own archives
on their website, including such treasures as an Elgar manuscript. The morning
ended with a presentation from Seif El Rashidi (Project Manager) and Amy Todd
(Public Engagement Officer) from the Institute for Historical Reseach (IHR), in
which they told us of the IHR’s new map-based project, ‘Layers for London’.
After lunch, the delegates were given tours of the museum and its premises, after
which we reassembled for a paper from John Schofield, Archaeologist of St. Paul’s
Cathedral, in which he told us (with the aid of dramatic computer graphics) about
the Virtual St. Paul’s Cathedral Project, an attempt to reconstruct the medieval
cathedral of St. Paul’s. Next, Laurie Lindey, Research Officer at the IHR, told us
about her research into furniture makers based in London c. 1700 and their
networks of families and friends, as part of a wider project called British and Irish
Furniture Makers Online.
The afternoon ended with a trio of speakers from The National Archives, namely
Hannah Jones (Sector Development Manager, East and South East), Owen Munday
(Sector Development Manager, London and Business), and Jo Pugh (Development
Manager). Hannah told us about some important updates in the Archive
Accreditation scheme; Owen spoke about “Archives Revealed”, a new funding body
to assist in cataloguing projects; while Jo revealed new developments on Discovery,
TNA’s online catalogue, which would enable archivists to upload their own material
onto Discovery themselves. There was much to think about here for the archivist of
a small repository.
These meetings offer an excellent opportunity for archivists who usually work alone
to meet other professionals in the same situation, and unashamedly network, and
we are very grateful to those colleagues who arrange them. So for this year hearty
thanks are owed to Robert Athol (now of Jesus College, Cambridge) who organised
an excellent series of presentations, and to Tom Foakes, Director of the Museum of
the Order of St. John, for his kind hospitality.
Robin Darwall-Smith,
Archivist, University and Jesus Colleges, Oxford

News Round-up
Guide to Collaboration between the Archive and Higher Education
Sectors Launched

On Tuesday 12th June I made my way to Kew to attend the official launch of new
guidance commissioned by The National Archives, the Higher Education Archive
Programme (HEAP) and History UK.
The Guide to Collaboration for Archives and Higher Education 2018 builds upon
previous guidance co-commissioned with Research Libraries UK, and explores
practical ways to identify, develop and sustain cross-sector collaborations.
My fellow attendees were evenly split between archivists and academics, and the
launch included a range of practical workshops designed to get us all talking and
thinking about the benefits of successful collaboration, and barriers to achieving it.
HEAP is part of TNA’s continuing programme of engagement and sector support
with particular archival constituencies. To find out more about the programme, and
download the new guidance, visit nationalarchives.gov.uk/heap
Victoria Northwood
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TNA announces its research priorities
The National Archives has announced the launch of its research priorities and a new
research hub.
The collections held at TNA chart the intersection of government, citizen and society
and are vital in providing a context for discussions and disputes that take place
today, both nationally and internationally. To help continue to unlock the content
they hold, and particularly in the digital age, TNA has formulated its current
research priorities, which are:
1.   Rethinking the record
2.   People, place and rule
3.   Risk, uncertainty and trust
4.   Openness, access and use
5.   Impact, value and affect
‘Rethinking the record’ explores
how records and recordkeeping are
evolving in the digital age and how
we can best carry out our
responsibilities towards the records
we hold. ‘Openness, access and
use’ examines ways in which archives can meet the needs of new users and ensure
that the record they capture truly reflects the communities they represent. Tackling
ideas of sustainability and new ways of experiencing the archive is core to ‘Impact,
value and affect’, and uncovering new technologies to manage the risks of
recordkeeping is the focus of ‘Risk, uncertainty and trust’.
‘People, place and rule’ questions the changing relationship between the individual
and state and the contested nature of borders and boundaries.
To support the development of these priorities, TNA has launched a research hub at
Kew which is open to its long-term external research partners, students and staff at
TNA who are undertaking research.
If you are interested in hearing more about TNA’s research or would like to
collaborate with the organisation on any of its research priorities, email
research@nationalarchives.gov.uk or visit nationalarchives.gov.uk/about/ourresearch-and-academic-collaboration/
Harriet Barker, Academic Engagement Manager, TNA

Electronic resource on the history of the prison launched
This month (Friday 6th July) saw the launch of an electronic resource at the National
Justice Museum in Nottingham that contains details of nearly 850 prisons, including
convict hulks that existed in 19th Century England, together with a list of all
surviving archives identified within local record offices and The National Archives –
as Rosalind Crone, senior lecturer in History at the Open University explains:
“The penal system in 19th Century England was incredibly complicated. It comprised
two types of prisons, convict prisons and local prisons. While convict prisons were
under the direct control of the Home Office, local prisons were, until the 1877
Prisons Act, managed by a whole host of different local authorities, from counties
and boroughs to liberties and even cathedrals. Moreover, included among convict
prisons were penitentiaries, public works prisons and prison hulks (aka floating
prisons!). And among local prisons were gaols, bridewells and lock ups.
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“This complexity has meant that penal historians have confined their work to
studies of either convict prisons or local prisons, and even more typically, to case
studies of individual institutions. There remain big gaps in our knowledge. Simply
put, we don’t even know how many prisons existed in 19th Century England.
Prison History (https://www.prisonhistory.org) marks the first stage in recovering
that lost landscape. This database contains critical information (operational dates,
locations, jurisdictions, population statistics and references in primary and
secondary sources) on, and lists of surviving archives for, nearly 850 English
prisons used to confine those accused and convicted of crime in the period 18001899, including: 418 local prisons, 378 lock ups, 17 convict prisons and 30 convict
prison hulks. While the ‘Prison Search’ allows users to find prisons based on
particular criteria (such as name, place, year or decade of operation, jurisdiction
and type), ‘Prison Records’ generates a list of all the archival material (items, files
and collections) in the database which can be filtered by the name of the repository
or the category of record (such as management, finance, staff, land & buildings,
etc.). Furthermore, the description search in ‘Prison Records’ makes it possible, for
the first time, to locate common types of documents, such as chaplains’ journals or
prison registers, across repositories at the click of a button. The hope is, that by
bringing all the surviving prison records together in this way, we will develop a new
understanding of both the emergence of record-keeping in the modern prison, and
expose important trends in the preservation of these sources which will help inform
future practice.”

Call for help with court rolls

Copies of court roll are typically thought of as a post-medieval document type.
However, it has become apparent from scattered survivors that they were also
being produced in the medieval period. Christopher Currie, Institute of Historical
Research, with my assistance, is compiling a list of surviving tenants’ copies of
manor court roll, dating from before 1400. About 60 examples are so far known
from Discovery, A2A, and other sources. The earliest so far identified (found from
Discovery/A2A) is Dorset History Centre, D/SHA/M1A, from the court held for the
manor of Sherborne Newlond on 4th July 1306 (pictured above).
If you are aware of any pre-1400 copies, he would be grateful to be informed of
them: item details (date, place, manor concerned) and repository reference, if
there is an online catalogue listing for the item and, ideally, an image. Other kinds
of copy of manor court entries that are not strictly tenants’ copies are also of
interest, if only for elimination.
Please respond off-line to ccurrie@usa.net or n.w.alcock@warwick.ac.uk
Dr Nathanial Alcock, University of Warwick
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Layers of London: volunteers and contributors needed
Thanks to the Heritage Lottery Fund, the Layers of London project will bring
together, for the first time, digitised heritage assets provided by key partners
across London including the British Library, London Metropolitan Archives, Historic
England, The National Archives and the Museum of London Archaeology. These will
be linked in an innovative new website which will allow users to create and interact
with many different ‘layers’ of London’s history from the Romans to the present
day. The layers include historic maps, images of buildings, films as well as
information about people who have lived and worked in London over the centuries.
The project started in January 2018, and there is funding to work on it intensively
until June 2020. (The website itself will last for many years, and it is hoped that
public engagement opportunities will continue to run beyond 2020 too.)
A major element of the project will be work with the public at borough level and
city-wide, through crowd-sourcing, volunteer, schools and internship programmes.
Everyone is invited to contribute material to the project by uploading materials
relating to the history of any place in London. This may be an old photograph, a
collection of transcribed letters, or the results of local research project.
Guides and skills-training will be provided for volunteers to learn about what’s
involved in researching the history of places (and their buildings and people) either
individually or in groups, as well as to gain some experience in the creation of
digital historical resources.
The aim is to create a lasting legacy for London’s heritage. To find out more or to
volunteer and get involved, visit layersoflondon.blogs.sas.ac.uk/get-involved/
Seif El Rashidi, Project Manager

News In Brief
◉ Business Archives Council launches one-off grant
The Business Archives Council (BAC) is launching a special one-off cataloguing
grant, The John Armstrong Award for Transport Archives. The grant for £4,000 is
jointly funded by a bequest from the late John Armstrong and the BAC, and is for
the cataloguing of transport-related business archives in either the private or public
sector. The grant will open for applications on Monday 2nd July 2018 and the
deadline for applications is Friday 5th October 2018 at 4pm. More information,
including guidelines and application form, will appear on the BAC website soon
businessarchivescouncil.org.uk
◉ Nominations open for 2018 Digital Preservation Awards
Entry is now open for nominations to the 2018 Digital Preservations Awards. The
awards seek to recognise people and organisations that have made significant and
innovative contributions to securing our digital legacy. This year Five categories are
offered alongside the DPC Fellowship Award which are: Research and Innovation,
Teaching and Communications, Most Distinguished Student Work in Digital
Preservation, Safeguarding the Digital Legacy and Most Outstanding Digital
Preservation Initiative in Commerce, Industry and the Third Sector. The award
ceremony will take place in Amsterdam on Thursday, 29 November 2018, while the
deadline for nominations is Monday, 30th July. For more details visit
dpconline.org
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◉ Walpole family archives move
The archive of the Walpole family, Barons Walpole of Wolterton, formerly Earls of
Orford, was accepted in lieu of tax by the government. Notable material includes
manorial and estate maps and papers from the 13th to the 20th Century and the
personal and collected papers of the family from Horatio Walpole (1678-1757)
onwards. Any library, record office or similar UK institution interested in applying
for allocation of this material was asked to contact the Archives Sector
Development of The National Archives (asd@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk) by
22nd June 2018.
The permanent allocation of the archive following the Secretary of State for Digital,
Culture and Media and Sport’s decision is expected to form part of the Arts Council
England’s 2018 report when it is published, likely to be in December of this year.
◉ Cataloguing Grant: Business Archives related to the Arts
The Business Archives Council (BAC) is once again offering a cataloguing grant
specifically for business archives related to the arts. This year, the grant amount
has been increased to £4,000 and is offered in addition to the BAC’s main
cataloguing grant for business collections.
The deadline for applications is 4pm on 26th July 2018. Visit
businessarchivescouncil.org.uk/activitiesobjectives/catgrantarts/
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ARCHIVES
The journal of the British Records Association whose
aims and objectives it seeks to promote.
Thinking of submitting to ARCHIVES?
We welcome submissions to ARCHIVES, a niche
publication that focuses on the needs of archive
users (both active and prospective) by providing
information about the whereabouts,
interpretation and historical significance of
records in all media. It publishes essays,
commentaries, case studies and reports on all
aspects of the care, preservationaccessibility
and use of archives. It especially welcomes
submissions that:
•   provide case studies in the use of
archival resources;
•   promote scholarly analysis of the history of
archives and the impact on users of record
keeping practices, past, present and future;
•   report projects and discoveries;
•   provoke discussion of archival issues within the user community;
•   provide guidance about the use and meaning of archival resources and the
linkages between them;
•   communicate archival trends, theories and practices to a wider audience.
Contents of the next issue range from an examination of sources for Jewish
moneylenders before the expulsion of 1290 to the records of the 20th century Price
Commission and include a consideration of modern record keeping practices.
ARCHIVES includes short edited documents as well as reviews of recent
publications, web sites and archival exhibits (physical or virtual).
ARCHIVES is a peer reviewed journal published twice yearly. There is no upper limit
on the length of submissions but 8,000 words including notes is suggested.
Submissions must be the original work of the author(s) that has not been published
previously, or is soon to be.
We are always very keen to receive submissions from early career scholars for
inclusion in ARCHIVES. For further information, please contact our honorary editor,
Dr Ruth Paley: editor@britishrecordsassociation.org.uk
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