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utumn and the end of the year
is approaching – a time of
reflection perhaps on a world
that seems to change rapidly, changes
that are not always for the better. A
world where the words ‘truth’ and
‘fake news’ have increasingly been
used, and a world where the value of
‘authenticity’, ‘transparency’ and
‘provenance’ are more important than
ever, and hence where it is even more
vital that records and archives are
preserved.
The BRA continues to hold dear its
aims to educate and inform on the
preservation of archives, to assist with
their research use, and in so doing to
encourage the wider public to
understand the importance of their
preservation. We cannot only consider
medieval texts and paper documents
but must also look at records being
produced in electronic form, ‘born
digital’ data, from large-scale
organisations to family photographs
and emails. This autumn our excellent
Annual Bond lecturer Anthea Seles
gave a clear warning of the dangers that
exist when digital records are poorly
managed and described how
frighteningly misleading research on
electronic records can be.
The lecture, AGM and Inaugural
Harley Prize Award took place this
year at the Postal Museum, and we are
very grateful to them for hosting us,
with particular thanks to their senior
archivist Gavin McGuffie. Although
there was not time for more than a
cursory visit to the museum, it is
hoped some of you will return for a
longer look.
The visit to three Oxford Colleges
in September was much enjoyed by
those who attended and this (and the
Bond Lecture and Harley Prize) are
reported on in more detail in this
Newsletter. We plan to hold more such

visits next year,
possibly one at least
on a Saturday so that
members unable to
take a weekday off
can come along. Our
Annual Conference
will be held on 25
April 2019 at our
Cowcross Street
home in Farringdon,
London and will be
on the topic of
records of suburbia.
More details will be
Julia Sheppard with
announced in the New Year.
the BRA’s former Hon
Our first Council meeting, with
Treasurer Eldon Allison
a smaller number of members on
Council, has now taken place and
considered how to implement the
BRA’s aims more effectively. The
major change that members will
encounter in the next month or so will
be the need to amend how you pay
your membership subscription:
Liverpool University Press will be
producing our journal Archives from
next spring and will also be handling
membership. Please take the time to
read your emails and make the
necessary changes at your bank. It’s a
pain to have to do these tedious tasks
but I hope that you will bear with us
and let us know if you have any
problems (call us on 07946 624713 or
email our membership secretary at
members@britishrecordsassociation.org.uk).
And please continue with your
membership. Your subscription not
only gives you a Newsletter, Archives
journal and the opportunity to attend
events, but also helps to support our
work with other bodies in the
preservation of records.
We hope that our members enjoy a
very good Christmas break and wish
you all the best for 2019!
Julia Sheppard, Chair BRA

Save the date:
BRA ANNUAL
CONFERENCE
25 April 2019
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Making sense of digital records:
Anthea Seles delivers this
year’s Bond Lecture
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Janette Harley’s
brother Iain
presents the prize
to Julie Halls

BOND
LECTURE

Managing archives in the digital age
This year’s annual Maurice Bond
Lecture, delivered at the Postal
Museum in London, was given by Dr
Anthea Seles, Secretary General of the
International Council on Archives.
Her highly absorbing and
illuminating talk was entitled ‘Trying to
see the forest for the trees: Research in
the digital age’. It focused on some of
the problems inherent with the
introduction and subsequent
amalgamation and streamlining of
digital records and information
management systems within
organisations.
Dr Seles gave some pertinent and
practical examples of some of the
problems posed in relation to the
selection and appraisal of digital
records, and talked about the risks and
limitations of the use of automation in
archival practice, in particular the
pitfalls of keyword searches, and how
far archivists could trust computerised
systems to ‘do the work for you’.

Photograph: thanks to Amanda Engineer

Photograph: thanks to Amanda Engineer
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Inaugural Harley prize winner announced
T

Before she became Secretary
General of the International
Council on Archives, Anthea
Seles worked as the Digital
Records and Transfer Manager at
The National Archives, where she
tested early approaches to
automating the appraisal and
selection of government records.
She holds a doctorate from
University College London (2016)
and a Masters degree in Archival
Studies from the University of
British Columbia (2003).

he joint winners of the inaugural Janette Harley
Prize are Julie Halls of The National Archives
and Allison Martino, a PhD candidate at the
University of Michigan. Their prize-winning article
Cloth, Copyright, and Cultural Exchange: Textile Designs
for Export to Africa at the National Archives of the UK
highlights the importance of textile samples for
design history, textile history, material culture,
anthropology and global trade. It also explains how
the records are arranged and links to an online
research guide.
The prize was awarded by Chair of the judging
panel, Stephen Freeth, and Janette’s brother Iain
Harley, at a reception following the annual Maurice
Bond Lecture.
Four further entries were highly commended:
Ian Castle, an independent researcher, for his
website Zeppelin raids, Gothas and ‘Giants’ – Britain’s
First Blitz, 1914-1918 which gives details of 103
aerial bombing raids on Britain; Rosalind Crone of
the Open University for her Prison History website
and e-book, which aims to describe every
institution used to confine those accused or
convicted of crime between 1800 and 1899; Phillip
Johnson, Professor of Commercial Law at Cardiff,

for his Parliament, Inventions and Patents relating to
patents and inventions from the early 17th century
to 1976; and Thomas Smith, Early Career Fellow
at Leeds, for his monograph Curia and Crusade:
Pope Honorius III and the Recovery of the Holy Land,
1216–1227 which examines the role of the Papacy
in the Crusades.
Commenting in his speech, Stephen Freeth said:
‘We were delighted with the broad range of entries.
These came from across the archival, academic and
local history community, plus an interesting
international element. All were of a high standard,
and we commend everyone for the care they took
over their submissions.’
The prize was established in memory of Janette
Harley, a member of the BRA who died in 2015. It
is intended to raise awareness of research and
achievements in the world of archives, and is
awarded for the best or most original piece of
published work which reflects the aims of the
Association: to promote the preservation,
understanding, accessibility and study of our
recorded heritage for the public benefit. A call for
entries for next year’s Janette Harley Prize will be
made in April 2019.
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Member news
Professor Paul Harvey was made an
Honorary Life Member of the BRA at
the AGM on 17 October. Professor
Harvey has a long history with the
BRA on the Council, as Council Chair
and as Chair of the Records
Preservation Section. He was also
responsible for writing one of the
Archives and the User series.
Paul was elected to the Council in
1984 and became Chairman in
December 1995, succeeding
Rosemary Seton. He was chair until
2001, when he was succeeded by
David Johnson. Paul was elected
Vice-President at the 2005 AGM and
was a Vice-President of the
Association until this year.
He is currently Emeritus Professor
in the History Department at Durham
University, where he spent his
academic career working on
medieval economic and agrarian
history, as well as the history of
maps.
Coming forward to accept his
honorary life membership at this
year’s AGM, he took the opportunity
to tell assembled members that he
would ‘still continue to pay my subs!’
Professor Harvey with, left to
right, Penny Baker, Victoria
Northwood and Julia Sheppard
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A new way to renew

■ The BRA is sorry to

From 2019, membership of the
British Records Association will be
managed by Liverpool University
Press (LUP), the new publishers of
Archives. All members should have
received two emails in November.
The ﬁrst was from ‘e-documents’,
and had the heading Liverpool
University Press Renewal
LUP18S002351. This one included
your customer number for Liverpool
University Press. The second came
from ‘Journals’ and was headed
Archives 2019.
The ﬁrst email directs members
to an attached renewal letter – and
the second adds the direct debit
form, erroneously omitted from the
ﬁrst one. The renewal letter attached
to the ﬁrst email is addressed to each
member at the address which the
BRA and LUP’s distributors hold for
them. Members are advised to
please check that this address is
correct for you, as that is
where Archives will be sent.
If you have any questions or
concerns, please call us on
07946 624713 or email the BRA’s
membership secretary Liz Stazicker at
members@britishrecordsassociation.org.uk.

announce the death of
Brian Smith, a former
Vice-President of the
Association and
Secretary of the
Historical Manuscripts
Commission. Brian died
on 3 November. His
funeral took place at
Vowchurch parish
church, Herefordshire,
on 17 November. An
obituary will appear in a
future edition of
Archives.
■ We are also sad to
report the death of
Meg (Margaret) Sweet.
Meg’s career included
work at Maidstone
Record Office, the
Fawcett Library, the
V&A Archive of Art and
Design and, latterly,
the National Archives.
She was heavily
involved in descriptive
standards and in
developing online
access to finding aids.

A fresh perspective
on social history
The British Motor Industry
Heritage Trust archive has been
awarded a cataloguing grant of
£30,000 from Archives Revealed,
the partnership programme of
the National Archives and the
Pilgrim Trust, to recruit an
archivist and a small team of
volunteers to sort and repackage
a collection of sales and press
material from British Leyland.
The collection entitled ‘The
Art of Selling’ showcases a rich
vein of social and industrial
history which, thanks to the
grant, will now be accessible to
public view in 2019.
The British Motor Industry
Heritage Trust archive is housed
at the British Motor Museum in
Gaydon, Warwickshire and cares
for the world’s largest collection
of historic British cars and over
one million objects that together
provide an insight into 20thcentury life in Britain.

Trust and memory
explored
Photograph: thanks to Amanda Engineer

Honorary membership
for Paul Harvey

Archive news

■ The 2018 Business Archives
Council conference was jointly
held with the Section on
Business Archives of the
International Council on Archives
on 14–15 November at The
National Archives in Kew. It had
as its theme the critical concept
of ‘Trust’. Its speakers exlored
trust in the record, both paper
and digital; trust in the
information service and how to
operate a trustworthy service;
trust in the business, in light of
many recent corporate scandals;
vand whether trust is different
across borders.
■ TNA and Research Libraries
UK held their annual Discovering
Collections, Discovering
Communities (DCDC)
Conference at the Birmingham
Conference and Events Centre
on 19–21 November, supported

Motor museum archives: a
new route to revealing the
social history of Britain
by Wellcome Collection.
DCDC, now in its sixth year,
brings together professionals
from across the archive, library,
museum, heritage and academic
sectors, to explore shared
opportunities and collective
challenges, and to discuss how
each sector can work more
effectively with one another.
This year’s theme was
‘Memory and Transformation’:
the conference considered the
interplay between memory and
transformation within heritage
organisations and their wider
impact on the cultural landscape.
The opening keynote speech
was delivered by Jane Ellison,
Head of Creative Partnerships at
the BBC.

Local landmark win
Clevedon Pier and Heritage Trust
Ltd has been named winner of
the Business Archives Council’s
main cataloguing grant for 2018.
The pier was built by the
Clevedon Pier Company to
receive paddle steamer
passengers from Devon and
Wales, and opened in 1869.
The archive spans the pier’s
history from its construction to
the present, and the cataloguing
project will support 150th
anniversary celebrations in 2019.
These will build on already strong
community links to tell the
complex story of this important
Somerset landmark, described by
Sir John Betjeman as ‘The most
beautiful pier in England’.
Clevedon is Britain’s only
intact Grade I listed pier
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Archive news

Archive news
Nobel prize-winner Sir
Peter Mansfield with a
modern MRI scanner

New grant to tell the
story of the MRI scan
The University of Nottingham
has been awarded just under
£100,000 by the Wellcome Trust
to catalogue, preserve and
selectively digitise the papers of
the Nobel Prize-winning physicist
Professor Sir Peter Mansﬁeld and
other scientists involved in the
development of MRI (magnetic
resonance imaging) at
Nottingham.
The project will open the
collections for teaching and
research to tell the story of the
pioneering work on MRI
undertaken at Nottingham.
MRI changed the face of
modern medicine, enabling
doctors to see detailed images
of the anatomy and physiological
processes of the interior of the
living body for the ﬁrst time,
without the potential harmful
effects of radiation or invasive
surgery. Today more than 60
million MRI scans are carried out
worldwide every year.
Sir Peter Mansﬁeld, who died
in February 2017, was awarded
the Nobel Prize in Physiology or
Medicine in 2003, sharing it with
Professor Paul Lauterbur, for
‘discoveries concerning
magnetic resonance imaging’.
An interdisciplinary advisory
group will be established to
support the project. Mark
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Dorrington, Nottingham’s
Keeper of Manuscripts and
Special Collections, says, ‘It’s
also hoped the project will lead
to the discovery of further
records relating to MRI and
inspire other scientists to donate
their records.’

A century in
the studio
Girona City Council in Spain has
a Centre for Image Research and
Diffusion, which has created a
new web resource focused on
the studio portrait. It is a
panoramic and comparative view
of studio photography and
features a selection of 10 images
for each decade from 1840 to
1940. Visit www.girona.cat/
sgdap/retrats/cat/index_eng.

delivered by the Scottish
historian Professor Sir Tom
Devine, currently Professor
Emeritus in the University of
Edinburgh. An authority on the
Scottish diaspora and a lifelong
user of archives and a strong
advocate of the sector, Prof
Devine spoke on the Scottish
Clearances, the subject of his
latest book. He explained how
he used archives that were
primarily produced by and for
social elites to understand and
reveal the experience and voice
of the poor and dispossessed
during an era of unprecedented
rural transformation.
He told the audience,
‘Archives are the natural
database of the past, in every
country. They illuminate the past,
but also the present.’ He also
stated that he believes archives
‘must be preserved, and
preserved professionally’ to
ensure that history can be told.
To ﬁnd out more about
the work of the SCA visit
www.scottisharchives.org.uk.

SCA’s inaugural
annual lecture
This September saw the ﬁrst
Annual Lecture held by the
Scottish Council on Archives
(SCA) at the Scottish Storytelling
Centre in Edinburgh with aim of
attracting those working in the
archives sector as well as a wider
public – with the latter being
inspired by and informed about
the rich collections that are open
to users.
The inaugural lecture, which
was a sell-out success, was

A school’s WWI memorial records
Wellington College in Berkshire
has launched a World War I
memorial website as a tribute
to the more than 700 Old
Wellingtonians (OWs), teachers
and college servants who died
while serving in the war, as well
as to the thousands of OWs who
fought and survived.
Founded in memory of the
Duke of Wellington, the school
has always had a strong military
connection. When war broke out
in August 1914, around 2,400
Old Wellingtonians were already
serving in Britain’s armed forces,
and a further 408 joined up in
the ﬁrst ﬁve months of the war.
Hundreds more followed them
and throughout the war the
College faithfully recorded the
details of those serving,
wounded and killed.
The new website is a useful
resource for family historians,
academics, local and military
historians. It contains a
searchable Roll of Honour that
records the details of each
individual who died. There
are many digitised original
documents, some relating to
OWs on active service and others
providing a picture of how life at
the school was affected by the
war. The memorial website is
a permanent record, open to
all, and can be found at
memorial.wellingtoncollege.org.uk.

Pictures from the Wellington Year Book, top to bottom:
members of the Wellington Officer Training Corps at summer
camp at Tidworth, Wiltshire, 1909 (the Inspecting Officer is
thought to be Major General Sir William Franklyn); members of
the OTC washing up during the same summer camp; King
George V inspects the Corps on the school’s sports fields in 1916
A strong advocate for archives:
Professor Sir Tom Devine
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Archives and alumni
Building a meaningful
relationship
Chloe Elder looks at the
role that school archives can
play in increasing engagement
and encouraging support in
the wider school community

I

n June this year, St George’s School
for Girls, Edinburgh, welcomed
alumnae from classes spanning 1943
to 2013 for the annual Summer Lunch.
The reunion celebrations were notable
for a display of ‘relevant memorabilia
for all year groups present at the
Summer Lunch’ installed at the head
of the room.
Alumnae Relations Manager Laura
Ogilvie-Jones wrote that the display,
consisting of class photographs, school
magazines, yearbooks and uniforms,
‘provoked much discussion – and also
some hilarity’.
This seemingly simple exchange
represents a complex relationship
among the current and former student
body, the archives and the institution’s
alumnae relations and foundation
department.

Potential for participation

➦
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With an emphasis on ‘friend-raising’
before fund-raising, development
departments aim to create meaningful
relationships with their stakeholders,
especially alumni. School archives are
well poised to make meaningful
contributions to this effect.
As part of my MSc in Information

Management and Preservation at the
University of Glasgow, I recently
submitted a dissertation exploring the
ways school archivists can partner with
their institution’s alumni relations and
development offices to the benefit of
the archives, the institution and the
alumni community.
Through archival material, alumni
can reconnect with their individual and
collective school history, drawing on
notions of institutional pride, heritage
and community.
As a case study, questionnaires were
delivered to students and alumnae of St
George’s, Edinburgh. Responses were
collected from 216 alumnae and 96
students, which offered information
about their affiliation with the school,
awareness and perception of the
archives, and likeliness for future
engagement and participation.
The responses showed that both
groups are generally unaware of the
archives at the school and only have a
general notion of what it might contain.
Only 35.1% and 38.4% of students and
alumnae respectively were even aware
of the archives prior to taking the
questionnaire. Alumnae (and even
some students) did however show a

From the archives at St George’s:
an admissions register from the
late 19th century, a scrapbook of
the school’s 25th anniversary
celebrations in 1913, ephemera
from the 1938 silver jubilee.
Opposite: Chloe Elder (left)
and Kristen Mercier (right)
present material from the
archives at the Summer Lunch
strong affiliation to their Old Girls’
Association, and both alumnae and
students demonstrated strong personal
ties to St George’s.
Most St George’s girls had family
members who also attend or had
attended St George’s. Most
participated in extra-curricular
activities, and looking back, 88.8% of
alumnae said that St George’s was
‘meaningful’ to them. This suggests
that while these communities are not
currently aware of their school archives,
there is the potential for future
engagement and participation.

Further insight
A questionnaire was also made
available to school archivists. The 42
participants provided detailed insights
into their current roles and the
archive’s relationships with the student
and alumnae communities. Through
their responses, they made it clear that
their roles are closely integrated with
alumnae relations and development
departments, and reported a high level
of various participation in the archives
from students, alumnae and other
school affiliates.
The most popular outreach
activities include preparing exhibitions
(13.9% of respondents), contributing
to an alumnae magazine/newsletter
(13%), contributing to a school
magazine/newsletter (11.8%), and
participating in events (11.8%).
More than 40% of respondents also
manage volunteers who contribute
knowledge and resources to the
archives, and those who do not manage
volunteers expressed a desire to do so
in the future.
Overall, school archivists described
the ways in which the archive is
valuable to the school in terms of
preserving its corporate and social
history, as a teaching resource and as a

way to promote community.
By partnering with alumni relations
and development offices, school
archivists can actively use outreach
initiatives to raise awareness, create
engagement and capitalise on a sense of
community among graduates.
A successful programme that
integrates an institution’s archives with
alumni relations and development
offices would not only benefit the
archive and alumni but also the larger
institution itself through increased
engagement and support. ■

Latin genders
Alumnus/alumni:
male former student/s,
or used generically for
former pupils of either
sex. Alumna/alumnae:
speciﬁcally female
former student/s, eg
the ex-pupils of St
George’s, Edinburgh
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Treasures
of
Oxford

In autumn
BRA members’
tour of three
Oxford colleges
took in halls,
libraries and
chapels as
well as college
records and
special
collections.
Hazel Anderson
reports
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T

he latest BRA visit, on 20
September, was to the three
Oxford colleges that front on
to Turl Street, the narrow
thoroughfare between High Street
and Broad Street (‘The High’ and
‘The Broad’).
Lincoln, Exeter and Jesus
colleges were founded in consecutive
centuries: Exeter in 1314, Lincoln in
1427 and Jesus in 1571. Exeter and
Lincoln are named after their
founders: Walter de Stapeldon,
Bishop of Exeter and Treasurer of
England under Edward II, and
Richard Fleming, Bishop of Lincoln.
Jesus was named in its first royal
charter of 1571 as ‘Jesus College in
the University of Oxford of Queen
Elizabeth’s Foundation’, though its
actual founder was a Welshman,
Hugh Aprice. The Welsh connection
for Jesus and the West country
connection for Exeter have been a
continuing thread in their history.
Turl Street lies right at the heart
of the city, allowing very little room
for expansion on the colleges’
existing sites, so our tour started
about half a mile to the west in

Exeter’s impressive new Cohen
Quad of, opened in January 2017
behind the façade of the old Ruskin
College in Walton Street.
Our party of 12 was greeted over
coffee by the college archivist, Penny
Baker, better known to BRA
members as Vice-Chair of Council.
The Special Collections search room
adjoins the strong room and the new
facilities are a huge improvement on
the archive’s old home in the cellar of
the rector’s lodgings in Turl Street.

Sport for all
We enjoyed looking at the selection
of records Penny had laid out for us,
especially the photographs and notes
of the college’s sporting
achievements in the 19th and 20th
centuries. Early athletics meetings
included sack, blindfolded
wheelbarrow and donkey races –
‘Entrance 2/6d. Each man pays for
his own donkey.’
Our tour continued in the main
college in Turl Street, where we
visited the 17th-century dining hall
and Gilbert Scott’s magnificent
19th-century chapel. The photo

shows our party in the Fellows Garden,
with the college library, also designed
by George Gilbert Scott, behind. Keeneyed Endeavour fans may recognise the
garden as a popular outdoor location
for the TV series.
After adjourning for lunch we reassembled at the front gate of Jesus
College, immediately opposite Exeter,
where we were welcomed by Robin
Darwall-Smith, the college archivist. He
showed us the chapel, originally built in
the 17th century, but extensively altered
in the 19th by the architect, G E
Street, a leader of the Gothic Revival
and designer of the Royal Courts of
Justice in Fleet Street, London.

17th-century library
The beautiful dining hall features
a large portrait of Elizabeth I, and a
carved oak screen featuring Welsh
dragons. However, the jewel of our visit
was the Fellows’ Library, unchanged
since it was built in the 17th century,
where we examined the records Robin
had laid out for us there.
Our final visit to Lincoln College,
at the other end of Turl Street, began
with a welcome cup of tea and an

introduction by the college archivist,
Lindsay McCormack.
We were able to visit the Hall,
restored at the end of the 19th century
to its original 15th-century appearance,
notably the magnificent timber roof.
One of the portraits there is of John
Wesley, a former Fellow of the college,
and we were able to visit the Wesley
Room, decorated and furnished in
18th-century style.
The college library is housed in the
former All Saints Church, a beautiful
18th-century interior, but the archive,
like Exeter’s, is in a different modern
building – in Museum Street, about 15
minutes’ walk to the north. The core of
the archive constitutes a rare, largely
unbroken, run of Oxford college
administrative records from the 15th
century to the present.
Our day ended with a tour of the
archive strong room and a look at the
documents Lindsay had laid out for us,
including a letter written by John
Wesley.
Our grateful thanks for a very
interesting and enjoyable day go to
Penny, Robin and Lindsay and all
those involved in its organisation. ■

From left: in the
Fellows’ Library at
Jesus College; the
group in Exeter’s
Fellows’ Garden, with
Gilbert Scott’s library
behind; records of
19th-century athletic
events at Exeter
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Addicted to archives
In an exclusive interview for the BRA, historian
and author Julia Boyd shares her experiences of
researching archives while writing her latest book,
Travellers in the Third Reich, a Sunday Times
best-seller and one of the Daily Telegraph’s
Best Books of 2017. Interview by Sarah Hart

I

t’s not often that a non-fiction book
can qualify as unputdownable, but
Julia Boyd’s Travellers in the Third
Reich is just that. In fact, it makes for a
riveting read.
Its author sits across from me in the
dining room of her London home,
genuinely amazed at the success it is
enjoying. ‘I never dreamt I would ever
write anything that anyone would want
to read!’ she says, smiling.
Since its publication in 2017,
Travellers in the Third Reich has already
sold 50,000 copies and is now being
translated into several languages. Its
success is wholly deserved. It paints a
fascinating picture of Germany in the
inter-war years, charting the rise of the
Nazis through first-hand accounts of
people who were visiting the country at
the time.
A self-confessed ‘archives addict’,
Julia modestly credits her agent with
coming up with the idea. ‘I’d never
have had the courage or audacity to
think I could write about a period of
history that has been written about
more than any other in my lifetime. But
once I started, I immediately began
finding wonderful material.’
Her search involved contacting
some 25 archives during the 41⁄2 years it
took to bring the book from idea to
table. It was a process that led her
down many paths, some more fruitful
than others. Perseverance, the
flexibility to change tack and pursue
new leads on a whim, and a
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storyteller’s instinct for noting down
details that would illuminate events
and give life to eyewitness accounts
were key to her success.
When it comes to going through an
archive, she tells me, ‘As a writer you
never know what’s going to happen.
You can turn up somewhere and open
the box and you have no idea what
you’re going to find. Very often it’s
rather dull and then suddenly you
come across something that has you
whizzing around.’

Extraordinary coincidence
Luck also played a part. She recalls for
example an incredible coincidence that
resulted in her finding the letters of
Rhodes scholar Geoffrey Cox
(who would later be chief
executive of ITN). Having
hit a brick wall in her search
for them initially, she was
visiting a bookshop in
Cumbria where she got
chatting to the owner. ‘I
asked if she had any books
on Germany in the 1930s
and she said “No, but my
father was there then”...’
Julia enquired as to his
name and was rewarded
with the answer:
Geoffrey Cox.
‘Isn’t that
extraordinary!’ she
says. ‘The owner and
her sister were terribly

Julia Boyd’s Travellers
in the Third Reich –
The Rise of Fascism
Through the Eyes of
Everyday People is
published by Elliott
& Thompson; ISBN
9781783963461
(£20 hardback,
£7.69 paperback)

kind and made it possible for me to
read all his letters.’
Modern technology was
instrumental in enabling the book to
come together. Tracking down the
location of papers was made possible
by internet searches, while digital
photography was invaluable on visits to
archives abroad. ‘In Darmstadt, I took
800 pictures in two days,’ says Julia.
‘Then I put it all on my laptop and
transcribed it at home.’
Travellers in the Third Reich is Julia’s
fourth book. Nevertheless she still
modestly describes herself as a hobby
historian who ‘got lucky with this
subject’. Her previous titles involved a
similar depth of research and were
written during her time abroad and in
Cambridge while her husband was
serving as British Ambassador to
Japan and then as Master of Churchill
College.
‘I think probably I would criticise
Travellers for having too many people in
it,’ she says. ‘But if you’re trying to

create a sense of what it was really like,
you need to have all kinds of different
viewpoints. You could argue it is a bit
confusing, but the different angles give
a much more realistic picture… People
today can be very quick to condemn
the actions taken by those in the past,
but it’s worth trying to understand the
mindset of the time.’
She is already working on her next
book, which she is writing in
collaboration with a German friend. It
deals with the same period but seen
through the experiences of one
particular village in the Bavarian Alps.
‘It’s totally gripping,’ she says of the
research process. ‘I think we’re going to
come up with something really
different. We tend to think of the Nazi
period as very clearly defined – Nazis
evil, non-Nazis good. But already I’ve
come across a Nazi mayor who
protected Jews in the village while some
of the non-Nazis were dobbing people
in. Life is never really black and white,’
she adds thoughtfully. ‘Always grey.’ ■
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Lifting
the lid
on
Gypsy
lore
Social historian David
Cressy talks about the
research process and
the discoveries he
made writing his latest
book on the story of
Gypsies in England.
Interview: Sarah Hart
Q What led you want to write this
book, and how long did it take?
A I have always been interested in the
interactions of marginal people and
public authority. I wanted to see if it
was possible to recover a history of
people who were generally maligned
and excluded from mainstream
accounts. I began this as a retirement
project with little expectation of how it
would evolve. It took about five years
to research and write, including some
international and interdisciplinary
reading in ‘Gypsy Studies’.
Where did you start?
I began with the period I knew best,
16th- and 17th-century England, and
looked at the Tudor anti-Gypsy
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legislation and its consequences in law
enforcement. At the same time I
collected references to Gypsies and
‘Egyptians’ in early modern pamphlets
and works of literature. These led me
into the 18th century, and then the
19th, until I realised that a
comprehensive history was needed.
How many archives did you use,
and which ones proved especially
useful?
My bibliography lists 26 manuscript
repositories, including 11 county
archives where I looked at Quarter
Sessions records. Depositions of
witnesses and examinations by
magistrates yielded gems of
information about dealings with

Gypsies. Most surprising was the
amount of material in The National
Archives: reports of cases in Assize
records and Star Chamber, inventories
of Gypsies’ goods in Exchequer,
correspondence of judges in Home
Office papers. The path was eased
when records were well-calendared,
and searchable by keyword.
Elizabethan England was
particularly hard on Gypsies.
Why do you think that was?
The 1563 Act for the Punishment of
Vagabonds calling themselves
Egyptians was the fiercest anti-Gypsy
statute, making it a felony to be a
Gypsy, to look like a Gypsy, or consort
with Gypsies or ‘Egyptians’. This came
from the same Parliament that
penalised sodomy and witchcraft, in a
climate of moral panic associated with
anxieties about the security of
Protestantism, the health of the queen,
and the return of the plague.
Fortunately for the Gypsies, this law
was only intermittently enforced.
Another surge of prejudice against
Gypsies in the mid-18th century may
have fed on fears about foreign threats
and the maintenance of public order.
Local communities seem to have
tolerated Gypsies in small doses, and
looked to them for itinerant services,
including horse-dealing and fortunetelling. The records of local lawenforcement show justices dealing with
Gypsies as vagrants rather than felons.
The records of the Mary Squires
case you include in the book is also
interesting in this regard. [In the
Old Bailey case of the Gypsy Mary
Squires and the maid Elizabeth
Cannin, more than 40 witnesses
spoke to the whereabouts of Mary
Squires, proving she had been over
120 miles away when the alleged
kidnapping of Elizabeth Canning
took place.]
The case produced a spate of texts
excoriating or exonerating Gypsies
between 1753 and 1754. The calm
testimony of country witnesses, which
saved Mary Squires from hanging, also
included remarkable ethnographic
details about the Gypsies’ food, dress,
accommodation, travel, sociability and
livelihood, that have not before been
examined. Fragments of similar
information in other depositions

indicate that witnesses were often wary
of Gypsies, though not necessarily
hostile to them.
What were some of your most
surprising discoveries?
Using State Papers from the reign of
Henry VIII, I was struck by the
persistence of Thomas Cromwell in
pursuing Gypsies, and the failure of
official attempts to expel them. The
Star Chamber case from lateElizabethan Nottinghamshire was
remarkable for revealing the
movement of Gypsies, attempts by
local magistrates to corral them, and
Attorney General Popham’s vehement
anti-Gypsy prejudice. Using Home
Office archives, I was also struck by the
diligence of some pre-Victorian
authorities in preventing injustice to
Gypsies in the face of prejudicial
proceedings by others.
From your book it seems that there
is much less evidence that Gypsies
were the threat to society that one
could be forgiven for assuming
there might be, given society’s
general prejudices against them.
What is your view?
From the past to the present the
popular press has been strident in
denouncing Gypsies, and some public
officials, then and now, have shared this
prejudice. The persistence of hostile
attitudes across time is one of the
surprises of this book. English villagers
from the 16th to the 19th century were
more likely to have encountered
Gypsies as fortune-tellers, entertainers
or petty traders than as thieves or
beggars – though some Gypsies, of
course, were larcenous and deceptive.
An alternative view, also with deep
historical roots, celebrates Gypsies and
sometimes seeks to emulate them for
their romantic air of freedom, and is
just as likely to be mistaken. Close
attention to the historical record offers
a corrective, and reveals the individuals
behind the stereotype. ■
English-born, David Cressy is now a
naturalised US citizen, and is Research
Professor in Arts and Humanities at
Claremont Graduate University,
California, and George III Professor
of British History and Humanities
Distinguished Professor Emeritus at
Ohio State University.

Gypsies – an English
History by David Cressy
is published by Oxford
University Press,
ISBN 9780198768135
(£25 hardback)
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A Tale of Two
Collections
Louisa Price, curator of the Charles Dickens
Museum, describes the journey of two
of the collections housed there – one
of which very nearly never made it

T
An 1842 sketch of
Dickens by Samuel
Laurence. Below: the
Dickens Museum
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he Charles Dickens Museum is
the world’s most comprehensive
repository of Dickens-related
material. Opened in 1925 and located
at 48 Doughty Street (Dickens’s only
remaining family home in London) the
museum’s rich object, archive, library
and image collections number around
100,000 items and detail all aspects of
the Victorian author’s life and legacy.
The archive and manuscript
collections are particularly rich, ranging
from the first letter written by Dickens
(a wonderful little note to a school
chum, which manages to fit in three
puns) to unpublished manuscripts from

fans inspired to complete the author’s
last and unfinished story, The Mystery
of Edwin Drood.
The collections are the work of a
mix of individual collectors and
Dickensian researchers, most of whom
knew each other and the museum. The
result is a web of relationships linking
together these collections.
Here, as a flavour of the museum’s
archive holdings, are two collections of
quite different material. The first is the
Gladys Storey papers. Storey was a
published author who had run
successful campaigns to send tins of
Bovril to the troops in both World

Wars for which she was awarded an
OBE. In the 1920s she befriended
Dickens’s daughter, Katey Perugini.
After Perugini’s death, Storey
published a book, Dickens and
Daughter, claiming it fulfilled her
friend’s wish to tell the unvarnished
truth about her father, including his
relationship with his mistress, Ellen
Ternan. It comprises notebooks,
diaries, a manuscript, letters from
various Dickens family members and
Dickens scholars as well as a large lock
of Katey Perugini’s hair.
The papers were not originally
destined for the museum. In fact they
were saved from being thrown in a
skip by a man undertaking a house
clearance. Today they are regularly
accessed by scholars interested in
Dickens’s legacy and his family.

French benefactor
The second collection was never at risk
of being thrown away. A French-born
anglophile, the Comte de Suzannet,
was an avid collector of Dickens
material throughout the first half of the
20th century. Though he never visited
the museum, he was a regular donor to
the house after it opened in 1925. At
his death, his widow decided to gift
half of his collection to the museum
and to sell the rest. The task fell to the
scholar Michael Slater to make the
difficult decision about what would
come to the museum.
As well as artworks, memorabilia
and first edition books, the Suzannet
items include a stunning collection
of Dickens letters and literary
manuscripts, reading copies (annotated
books the author used when he read his
works aloud for public performances)
and also a cache of letters from
Dickens’s circle. Today, the items from
this generous gift remain the jewels of
the museum’s collection. ■
Visitors to the Charles Dickens
Museum, 48 Doughty Street, London
WC1N 2LX can see special items such
as the Nicholas Nickleby manuscript
and letters on display throughout the
house. Those interested in more
focused research can contact the
museum at info@dickensmuseum.com
to make an appointment to use the
Suzannet Research Library.

Items from the
Gladys Storey
Collection, from
top: an extract
from Storey’s
diary, a lock of
Katey Perugini’s
hair, and one of
her notebooks

➥
NEXT

20 Winter 2018

BRA Newsletter 21

Spellbound: magic,
ritual and witchcraft
Ashmolean Museum, Oxford
until 6 January 2019
Spellbound reveals the history of
magic over eight centuries
through a variety of intriguing
objects, to show how previous
generations used magical
thinking to cope with the
unpredictable world around
them.
Among them is a Suffolk barn
door (below) whose owner
Michael Cole discovered its
ancient markings called hexafoils
– circular patterns with variations
of six arcs, the most frequently
used symbols for averting evil –
while undertaking renovations at
his property.

these hexafoils, plus a symbol
protecting against “the Evil
Eye”. They were intended to
ward off misfortune, harm or the
malevolent inﬂuence of witches.
They can be found in many old
houses, usually near the
ﬁreplace, because people
believed witches came down
chimneys.’
Before going on display at the
Ashmolean, the door was taken
to the former Harwell nuclear
research centre in Oxfordshire
and deep-frozen to prevent
woodworm or other bugs from
potentially infecting the
Ashmolean’s collections.
www.ashmolean.org/spellbound

This vexed question:
500 years of women
in medicine
Royal College of Physicians,
London NW1 until 18 January
The histories of well-known
pioneers and previously hidden
medical women are revealed in
this exhibition, which also aims
to raise interesting and
challenging questions around
gender and medicine that are
still ‘vexing’ today. Guided tours
are available to book for groups
between 6 and 25 people,
Monday to Friday 10am–5pm
subject to staff availability.
www.rcplondon.ac.uk/events

Royal Society grant
open to applicants
The barn door decorated
to ward off the Evil Eye
He says, ‘I decided, on a
whim, to clean off the many
layers of black paint that covered
the door. And as I did so,
strange symbols began to
appear. I called over two local
men who were working at the
house and they took one look
and said, “That’s witches”.
‘The door was covered with
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The second round of the Lisa
Jardine History of Science Grant
Scheme is open to applicants
until 3 January 2019. The
scheme encourages junior
researchers in the humanities
and arts to expand their interests
in the history of science and
related interdisciplinary studies
by travelling to use archival
resources and build relationships
with the Royal Society and other
institutions.

Books
Image courtesy of Des Willie © 2014

Events, Awards and Exhibitions

Professor Lisa Jardine
Named in memory of the
eminent British historian
Professor Lisa Jardine CBE FRS,
it provides up to £2,000 per
month for a maximum of three
months, for travel and living
expenses while attending the
Royal Society Library and/or up
to £2,000 for international travel
to any relevant research
destination.
For more information visit
royalsociety.org/grants-schemesawards/grants/lisa-jardine.

St Andrews
scholarship
The University of St Andrews
Library is welcoming applications
for Special Collections Visiting
Scholarships 2019, which give
external applicants the
opportunity to research a topic
in the Library’s Special
Collections. Successful
applicants will receive ﬁnancial
support up to a maximum of
£1,500 to cover travel, and
accommodation in a university
hall of residence.
Applicants must submit the
application form electronically
(www.st-andrews.ac.uk) by 18
January 2019. For more
information, email Gabriel Sewell
at gms22@st-andrews.ac.uk.

Archival Futures

History of the RSA:
A Bibliography

Edited by Caroline Brown
Facet Publishing
ISBN 9781783301829
£69.95 (CILIP members
price: £55.95)
It is widely acknowledged that
the archive profession is facing a
time of change. On a practical
level archivists are being asked
to do more, to have a greater
range of skills, often with
increasingly restricted resources,
while competing with others to
maintain their role as experts in
ever-changing environments.
Drawing on the contributions
of a range of international
experts, Archival Futures
considers the current archival
landscape and imagines the
future, offering thought
provoking and accessible
chapters that aim to challenge
and inspire archivists and
encourage debate.

RSA History, £10

A Year in Archives
The National Archives
This annual publication by TNA,
which aims to showcase some of
the innovative and creative
projects taking place within the
archives sector, was due to be
published on 19 November.
Case studies in last year’s edition
included University College
London’s use of technology to
make Jeremy Bentham’s journals
accessible; archives in London
and Bristol seeking out the
voices of people who are often
missed from the historical
record; and Unilever Archives
demonstrating the importance of
an archive collection to a global
brand.
To access a digital copy visit
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk
or to request a hard copy, email
asd@nationalarchives.gov.uk.

The William Shipley Group was
founded in 2004 in
commemoration of the 250th
anniversary of the ﬁrst meeting
of the Royal Society for the
encouragement of Arts,
Manufactures and Commerce.
The group has recently
published a revised edition of
History of the RSA: A
Bibliography to help guide
researchers and others along the
‘unfenced road of the RSA’s
history’. By its nature this is an
incomplete publication and the
Honorary Secretary welcomes
suggestions of new research,
papers and books for inclusion in
the next edition.
Copies can be obtained at
£10 (+ p&p £1.30) from Susan
Bennett, Honorary Secretary,
William Shipley Group (email:
susan@bennett.as). For more
information and a list of other
RSA publications, visit
www.williamshipleygroup.btck.co.uk.
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A First Class
museum
and archive

Archives

L

ondon’s Postal Museum,
which recently played host
to the BRA AGM, brings ﬁve
centuries of communications
history to life.
The postal service has been
going for more than 500 years,
ever since Henry VIII tasked Sir
Brian Tuke with establishing a
national postal network to serve
his Court. Today’s Royal Mail
Archive consists of records of the
Post Ofﬁce and Royal Mail dating
from 1636 to the present day,
and includes working ﬁles, staff
records, visual records (posters,
photographs and artwork),
stamps of Great Britain from the
Penny Black onwards, and
records of British postal markings
over four centuries.
But it was not until the early
1800s that the ﬁrst steps towards
organising and safeguarding its
records were taken. Sir Francis
Freeling, a master spy during the
Napoleonic Wars and Secretary
of the Post Ofﬁce from 1797 until
his death in 1836, took the lead
in establishing the foundations of
the archive, introducing a system
for recording minutes and
reports for the ﬁrst time.
The original National Postal
Museum was opened by HM the
Queen in 1969 and was open for
nearly 30 years. It was in part
established to house the Phillips
Collection, an award-winning
assembly of British Victorian
stamps, donated to the nation by
Reginald M Phillips that forms an
essential resource for the
understanding of postage
stamps and philatelic research
and contains the world’s very
ﬁrst, ﬁrst day cover.
After nearly 20 years with no
museum and several years of
careful planning, the new Postal
Museum opened its doors at
Phoenix Place in 2017. A 2018
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This is the journal of the British
Records Association, whose aims
and objectives it seeks to promote.

Above: the Royal Mail
Archive. Left: Penny
Blacks and Twopenny
Blues from the Phillips
Collection. Below: new
battery-powered trains
carry museum visitors
on 100-year-old
underground tracks

Archives is a peer-reviewed journal
published twice yearly. It contains
essays, commentaries, case studies
and reports on all aspects of the
care, preservation, accessibility and
use of archives. It also includes short
edited documents as well as reviews
of recent publications, websites and
archival exhibits, physical or virtual.

■ We welcome submissions to
Archives, a niche publication that
focuses on the needs of archive
users, both active and
prospective, by providing
information about the
whereabouts, interpretation
and historical signiﬁcance of
records in all media.
■ There is no upper limit on the length of submissions
but 8,000 words including notes is suggested. Submissions must
be the original work of the author(s) which has not been published
previously, or is soon to be.

Museum of the Year ﬁnalist, it
reveals the fascinating story of
Britain’s postal heritage through
its collections and includes the
Mail Rail attraction, where visitors
can experience the 100-year-old
Post Ofﬁce railway and its original
station platforms, deep below
Mount Pleasant sorting ofﬁce.
The Postal Museum is at 15-20
Phoenix Place, London WC1X
0DA. Open daily (except
24–26 December) 10am–5pm.
Tel: 0300 0300 700. For more
information and to buy tickets,
see www.postalmuseum.org.

Archives especially welcomes submissions that:
✦ provide case studies in the use of archival resources
✦ promote scholarly analysis of the history of archives and the
impact on users of record keeping practices, past, present and
future
✦ report projects and discoveries
✦ provoke discussion of archival issues within the user community
✦ provide guidance about the use and meaning of archival
resources and the linkages between them
✦ communicate archival trends, theories and practices to a wider
audience.
We are always very keen to receive submissions from early career
scholars for inclusion in Archives.
For more information, please contact our honorary editor,
Dr Ruth Paley: editor@britishrecordsassociation.org.uk.

