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Notes from the Chair

I

AM WRITING these notes against a backdrop of
great global and national uncertainty owing to the
spread of COVID-19, so it is only right that I begin by
wishing you good health and continued safety during
these troubled times.
The necessary restrictions which have been put in
place in response to the virus have inevitably had a major
impact on the BRA’s activities, in particular the
impossibility of staging our annual conference on 23
April, and the (hopefully temporary) closure of our office
space at Cowcross Street. Given the hard work which
Ruth Paley and others had put into the conference, we
very much hope that it can be rearranged when
circumstances allow.
However the repercussions of the virus for the BRA
are of course trivial when compared with the widespread
fundamental effects it has had on many people’s lives. I
am sure you will all be joining me in keeping those most
directly affected in mind at this difficult time, in particular
those who have tragically lost people close to them.
It is sad to be beginning my time as BRA Chair on
such a sombre note, but as I stated at the AGM in
November, it is very humbling to have been elected, and I
am looking forward to continuing the excellent work of
my predecessors in all areas of the BRA's activity. We owe
Julia Sheppard and Penny Baker a great deal for their
sterling efforts over the last few years in reinvigorating the
Association. They will be hard acts to follow but I am
confident that the newly elected Council and the broader
membership will make every effort to build on what has
been achieved.
I am very grateful to Janet Foster, Julia and Penny
(yes, both still selflessly offering their services to the BRA)
for putting this Newsletter together. It contains an

introduction to members
of the BRA Executive
Committee, which is a
sub-group of the main
Council, and works on the
day-to-day running of the
Association, and also
further detail on our future
plans. But, as with virtually
everything at present, the
consequences of the
current crisis cannot
realistically be predicted.
I am still familiarising myself with how the BRA
functions, but I have already been struck by the
dedication and commitment of its officers, and also how
its work is concentrated in the hands of a few already busy
people. We would therefore welcome offers of support or
help, and the Executive Committee have identified areas
where it could be used. Involvement can provide
professional development and networking opportunities,
or just the sense of making a contribution to important
work. Please do contact me if you are interested
(chair@britishrecordsassociation.org.uk).
The AGM is one of our major occasions each year,
and the date for 2020 has been set as Tuesday 24
November, at 5pm at Guildhall Library. We hope to
hold the Bond Lecture and Harley Prize ceremony as
normal, and I am delighted to announce that the Bond
Lecture will be given by Prof Martin Daunton. Title and
further details will be circulated nearer the time. I very
much hope that normality has returned by then, and that
I shall see you there.
Matti Watton, BRA Chair

Looking to the future

T

HE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE’S intention in
2020 is to build on the fine achievements of recent
years. Coronavirus repercussions permitting, this
should include continuing our successful conference, and
the AGM with its Bond lecture and Harley Prize-giving. I
know that many BRA members appreciate the visits to
archives that the BRA has run; we were on the verge of
organising another when the virus disruption began, so we
will look to resume that when circumstances allow.
The journal Archives remains an important publication
in the records community and beyond, so we are aiming
to continue this and embed our relationship with
Liverpool University Press, who are now responsible for
its publication. But I cannot refer to the journal without
issuing a plea: Ruth is always looking for interesting and
appropriate articles to include, so please do get in touch
(editor@britishrecordsassociation.org.uk) if you feel
that you could contribute. We also see this Newsletter as
an important way of communicating with members, and
we hope this issue will be the first of a number in 2020.
Members may remember that the BRA’s former
Records Preservation Section used to take in records and
distribute them to suitable archive services. Although this
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work sadly ceased to be viable, the preservation of records
remains a key BRA aim, and we are working in
conjunction with The National Archives and the informal
Records at Risk Group (which TNA convenes and on
which we are represented) to take this forward in
alternative ways. The work of the Forum which we
convened in November on issues of trust in records
(summarised on page 8) will also hopefully be taken
forward during the remainder of the year.
It is likely that in the current circumstances the above
will keep us occupied through 2020. But looking ahead,
there are clearly deeper challenges that we should try to
address. In particular, there is a need to grow the BRA’s
membership and to broaden and diversify it. Without
wishing to devalue the contribution anyone makes in any
way, we rely (generally) on the efforts of archive professionals based mostly in one corner of the country. Our aim
should be to reach out more to other communities, such
as the historical and the academic, and to generate
interest over a larger geographic area. There are no easy
answers, but by all means contact me with your thoughts:
chair@britishrecordsassociation.org.uk.
Matti Watton

➥
NEXT

BRA Newsletter

Spring 2020 4

BRA news

2019 AGM and
Bond Lecture
Report by Penny Baker and Janet Foster

T

HE ASSOCIATION’S AGM on
13 November last year was hosted
by Charlotte Brunskill at the Paul
Mellon Centre for Studies in British Art,
in Bedford Square, London. Thirty-five
members were present and we were very
pleased that our patron, Lord Salisbury,
also attended and later presented the
Harley Prize certificates. The chair was
taken by David Prior, Vice-President.
The outgoing Chair, Julia Sheppard,
recapped on the last four years. The
constitution has been reviewed and a new
streamlined Council meets twice a year
and is conducting its business through
working groups on development,
membership, outreach and communications. Records preservation has
refocused from distribution of deeds to
working with TNA and others in a
national advisory steering group. Under
its umbrella, we are planning to
contribute to and host an emergency fund
for the rescue of records at risk.
Sixty years after its first issue, a new
look Archives journal was published in
April 2019 by Liverpool University Press
who are also helping with our membership administration. The move to shared
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office space at Alan Baxter Associates’
premises in Cowcross Street in April 2017
has been a great success, offering us a
base and space for events as well as a
community of small charities with similar
aims, preserving our historical
environment and culture.
By changing the way we work, and
thanks to the generous legacy from the
Harley family, the BRA is now on a sound
financial and structural footing and wellpositioned to take on the challenges of a
rapidly changing world where recordkeeping and archives are becoming
increasingly important but also
increasingly under threat.

Healthy ﬁnances
The Treasurer, Janet Foster presented the
annual accounts, explaining that final
accounts for membership subscriptions
were not yet ready, so were excluded.
Despite this, thanks to a reduction in
administration costs, an annual grant of
£1,250 from the Scouloudi Foundation,
and the Harley Bequest, the BRA finances
remained healthy and stable, and should
receive a further boost once accounts
with the Liverpool University Press are
finalised. Elizabeth Stazicker, our
membership secretary, thanked members
who were supporting the Association
through donations and continuing
standing orders.
The Vice-Presidents David Robinson
and David Prior were re-elected. Julia
Sheppard and Penelope Baker stepped
down as Chair and Vice-Chair and Matti
Watton and Victoria Northwood were
elected unopposed to these positions.
Amanda Engineer was elected as Hon.
Secretary, Janet Foster and Ruth Paley
were re-elected as Hon. Treasurer and
Hon. Editor respectively. Robert Athol of
Jesus College Cambridge was elected to
the Council. Elizabeth Stazicker
continues as Membership Secretary and
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member of the Executive Committee.
The new Chair Matti Watton gave a
brief speech thanking the outgoing
officers and welcoming the new ones,
then briefly outlining the Forward Plan
(see page 3).

Emotion and archives
The AGM was followed by an inspirational Bond Lecture from Gill Bull,
Director of Freedom of Information
Complaints and Compliance at the
Information Commissioner’s Office
(ICO). Her lecture was titled ‘Access to
Information in Turbulent Times’. A
central theme of her talk was ‘the personal
and emotional aspects of the work we are
involved with’. She took a quote from
Canadian archivist Arthur Doughty that
‘archives are…the gift of one generation
to the next’ and proceeded to examine
what ‘gifts’ we want to pass on and how
we want to do it.
She took the example of MIRRA
(Memory – Identity – Rights in Records –
Access) a research project run by
University College London that looks
to support the rights of care leavers by
exploring how children’s social care
records have been created, kept (and
lost) and used in public and voluntary
organisations. One finding of the project
was that people’s records were often
incomplete both in terms of data and the
personal perspective. Gill Bull suggested
that organisations were not being kind
enough, not paying attention to the fact
that emotion is core to record-keeping.
She cited Julia Unwin’s recent
Carnegie Trust report on kindness and
public policy*, which discusses how the
emphasis on targets, efficiency and best
value has developed a ‘rational lexicon’

that has obscured what motivates people,
‘our emotional intelligence’. Unwin
suggests that this is often at odds with a
‘relational lexicon’ – words like
connection, personal change, well-being
and story-telling. Unwin argues that we
can all benefit from becoming bilingual
and we need both sets of lexicon to frame
our thinking about public policy, paying
attention to the emotional as well as the
rational in our work as record-keepers, to
ensure that the archives we manage are
truly a gift to future generations.
The full text of the Bond Lecture can
be found on the ICO website: ico.org.uk/
about-the-ico/news-and-events/newsand-blogs/2019/11/bond-lecture-2019access-to-information-in-turbulent-times/

Thanks to Paul Mellon
Following the presentation of the Harley
Prize certificates, the evening concluded
with a reception.
Our thanks go to Charlotte Brunskill
who gave us an introduction to the Paul
Mellon Centre, an educational charity
affiliated to Yale University, which
supports and promotes the study of
British art and architecture. Founded in
1970 by the American philanthropist Paul
Mellon, the Centre’s key activities include
hosting academic events; publishing
scholarly books, catalogues and articles;
organising ‘Yale in London’ student
courses; and awarding more then
£1 million each year in a comprehensive
fellowship and grants programme. The
Centre also houses an extensive library
and archive collections which are open to
the public in the reading room at Bedford
Square. We hope, later in the year, to take
up their offer of a visit to the centre and
archive for BRA members.
■

Opposite: outgoing
Chair Julia Sheppard
(right) and re-elected
Hon. Treasurer
Janet Foster pictured
together at the
AGM. Above: Arthur
Doughty’s thoughts on
archives. Below: the
Paul Mellon Centre

* Kindness, emotions and human relationships: The blind spot in public policy by Julia
Unwin CBE, Carnegie Press, 2018
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2019 Harley Prize winners

T

HE JOINT winners of the 2019
Janette Harley Prize were Dr
Hannah Leah Crummé of Lewis &
Clark College, Portland, Oregon, and Dr
Lucy Munro of King’s College, London,
for their book Shakespeare on the Record:
Researching an Early Modern Life, a
collection of essays based around
different aspects of the few surviving
documents from the Bard’s life. These
include Shakepeare’s will, the Blackfriars
Deed and other property indentures in
which Shakespeare was involved, and the
Letters Patent of 1603 by which James I
granted the Lord Chamberlain’s Men his
patronage and protection. Taken
together, the essays form an excellent
introduction both to Shakespeare’s life
and to the records that were kept at that
time. They also demonstrate in this age of
Google how research builds a story from
different strands, and how important it is
to understand the nature and purpose of
contemporary sources.
These essays therefore aided the
understanding, accessibility and study of
archives. By hanging them on the hook of
Shakespeare, the editor and authors
created something instantly fascinating.
The Prize-winners were announced by
Stephen Freeth, Chair of the Judging
Panel, and the first prize was awarded by
Lord Salisbury, Patron of the Association,
at a reception following the annual
Maurice Bond Lecture.
Three further entries were highly
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commended: Dr Keagan Brewer and Dr
James Kane of the University of Sydney,
Australia, for their book The Conquest of
the Holy Land by S.ala-h. al-Di-n, which
supplies the definitive Latin text and
parallel translation for a key source for the
Crusades; Julie Peakman, independent
historian, for her book Hitler’s Island War:
The Men who fought for Leros, a gripping,
soldier’s-eye-view account of the capture
of the small Greek island of Leros and its
British garrison by the Germans in
November 1943, much of it based on
new interviews with surviving veterans;
and Professor Sarah Pedersen of the
Robert Gordon University, Aberdeen, for
her pamphlet Caroline Phillips, Aberdeen
Suffragette and Journalist, about the
Women’s Social and Political Union in
Aberdeen in the years 1907-9, through
surviving letters of its Hon. Secretary,
Caroline Phillips.
In his speech, Stephen Freeth
commended the range of submissions.
These had been both academic and
amateur, national and international.
Entries had been received from archivists,
academics, local historians and a
genealogist. Conservation, if not
conservators, had been represented by an
archivist writing about multi-spectral
imaging of Shakespeare’s will. Freeth
encouraged more conservators to apply in
future years.
The Harley Prize was established in
memory of Janette Harley, a member of
the BRA who died in 2015. It is intended
to raise awareness of research and
achievements in the world of archives,
and is awarded for the best or most
original piece of recent published work
which reflects the aims of the Association:
to promote the preservation, understanding, accessibility and study of our
recorded heritage for the public benefit.
The closing date for entries for this
year’s Janette Harley Prize is 31 July; the
winner(s) will be announced at a drinks
reception following the BRA’s AGM and
Maurice Bond Memorial Lecture,
currently scheduled to be held in London
on 24 November. Terms and conditions
and further details about how to apply
can be found on the BRA website:
www.britishrecordsassociation.org.uk/
the-janette-harley-prize/british-recordsassociation-janette-harley-prize.

Authors Hannah Leah
Crummé (top) and Lucy
Munro. Left: their
Prize-winning book
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The new BRA Executive Committee
The Executive Committee, whose members introduce
themselves here, meets regularly between the meetings of the main
BRA Council, which itself normally meets twice a year, to progress
the Association’s activities. The BRA relies solely on volunteers for
all that it seeks to achieve, so our thanks are due to all who contribute
Matti Watton, Chair
I have been on the BRA Council since 2009, first as the
representative of the Archbishop of Canterbury
(although neither the current or previous one probably
remembers this), then latterly as an elected member. I
work as an archivist at Lambeth Palace Library, and
have had spells at the British Library, the National
Gallery and the Parliamentary Archives among others.
I have good links with the Archives and Records
Association, The National Archives and other
professional organisations, which I hope will prove
beneficial to the BRA. When archives and records
issues take a back seat, and pandemics don’t stop play,
I am often involved in cricket, mostly as an umpire.

Archives and Museums up to
2019, and I am currently getting
to grips with the India Office
Records as a Content Specialist,
Archivist, the British Library/
Qatar Foundation Partnership.
My role as BRA Secretary is
largely an administrative one,
organising meetings, taking
minutes etc, and I will continue
to act as photographer at BRA
events whenever needed. I look
forward to seeing the BRA prosper in all its activities
and successfully diversify into the 21st century.

Victoria Northwood, Vice-Chair

Janet Foster, Hon. Treasurer

I was introduced to the BRA, and encouraged to join,
by Julia Sheppard soon after she took over as Chair in
2015. I served as Hon Secretary 2016–19, and was
delighted to be elected Vice-Chair
at the 2019 AGM. I qualified as an
Archivist in 2000, having
completed the MA in Archives and
Records Management at UCL. I
have worked for a range of
organisations since, including
Shakespeare’s Globe, Bethlem
Royal Hospital, Royal Voluntary
Service and the Bath Preservation
Trust. I am currently combining
freelance projects with an(other!)
MA in International Heritage Management at the
University of Birmingham, and I am looking forward to
taking on the mantle of Records at Risk lead from my
predecessor as Vice-Chair, Penny Baker. She will be a
hard act to follow. I can be contacted at:
rps@britishrecordsassociation.org.uk.

I am a professionally qualified archivist and records
manager, experienced trainer and qualified tour guide.
I have been part of the BRA since the beginning of my
career when my first professional job was Archivist of
the Records Preservation Section. I subsequently worked
in a variety of specialist repositories, including St
Bartholomew’s Hospital, London. Since 1990 I have
been self-employed as a consultant, providing advice
and practical assistance in managing archives and
records to a range of organisations, from learned
societies to community history groups. Throughout my
career I have maintained a commitment to the provision
of training and education for records professionals at all
levels, including developing the Basic Archive Skills
Training Day courses. I am also a qualified Clerkenwell
and Islington Guide with a Diploma of Special Study in
Tour Guiding from the University of Westminster.
Since 2016 I have been a member of the BRA Council,
initially as editor of the relaunched Newsletter. Now, as
Hon. Treasurer, I oversee the financial transactions of
the BRA as well as liaising with our accountants and
negotiating the investment of the Harley Bequest which
sees the BRA on a firm financial footing.

Amanda Engineer, Hon. Secretary
I joined the BRA shortly after it successfully averted the
threat of dissolution a few years ago. After qualifying as
an Archivist in 1993 (UCL) I undertook a succession of
contract jobs at King’s College London, Surrey Record
Office, the Post Office Archives and the Royal
Pharmaceutical Society. As an archivist at the
Wellcome Trust from 1998 to 2016, I gained vast
experience of archive collections relating to the history
of human and animal health and medicine (I was
managed for 10 of those years by former BRA Chair
Julia Sheppard). My knowledge of health records was
enhanced by three years at Barts Health NHS Trust
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Ruth Paley, Editor
Ruth was once described by a colleague as an ‘archival
historian’. As she holds both a PhD and a diploma in
archives and records management, she thinks this
description is probably accurate. She has worked at The
National Archives and most recently at the History of
Parliament. She took over editorship of the BRA
journal Archives in 2006 and has been responsible for
the production of almost 30 issues of the journal to
date, including the successful transfer of publication to
Liverpool University Press in 2019. ■
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Archives and records
in a post-truth world
Penny Baker reports on
the first BRA Forum,
held last November

W

E HOPE that the BRA Forum will become a
regular event looking at significant issues facing
our sector, and exploring how the BRA can contribute
to the debate and help find solutions. The topic of the
first Forum was ‘Archives and records in a post-truth
world’. We invited representatives from the archive and
research sector across the UK to a round-table
discussion, focused on the threats to trust in archives
and evidence-based information from technological and
political developments. The forum based its discussions
on the Edelman Trust Barometer and aimed to identify
the best of what is, imagine what could be, determine
what should be, and make a stab at creating what will
be. Break-out sessions reported back to the whole group
for further discussion and the day sparked lively debate,
generating some positive ideas for the way forward.
Archivists must face uncomfortable truths about
how their profession is perceived. Although there is a
high level of trust in their expertise and neutrality as
‘keepers of authenticity’, archivists generally have a low
profile. There are notable exceptions to this, such as the
recognition of archival expertise in the Hillsborough
enquiry (Sarah Tyacke was credited by one participant
as helping towards a more ‘sexy’ image of archives) but
the lack of diversity among practitioners means that
many archivists are seen as part of the elite, unengaged
academics caring for increasingly irrelevant collections,
and with a limited view of what information matters.

Courses must adjust
Can we raise our profile and become more proactive
without eroding trust? We need to raise the level of
public understanding and appreciation of archives and
to build long-term capacity through improved legislation
and resources and greater engagement with record
creators and users. Archival training courses must tackle
the lack of diversity in uptake of the profession and also
adjust to developments in the way that information is
being generated, disseminated and accessed. Digital
‘upskilling’ is imperative for both archivists and users; it
can no longer be seen as a separate discipline.
There is a thirst for truth and authenticity and the
archivist has a role in interpreting the record and
educating the public in the nuanced nature of records
and finding ‘archival truth’. Archivists can help all users
improve their research skills. One idea was to provide
‘personal’ archivists, along the lines of personal shoppers.
We need to engage with a new audience in nontraditional settings (archive displays in supermarkets
were suggested), and to increase online activity and the
use of social media. Archivists are in danger of being left
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behind

behind by a slow and unimaginative online presence,
often replicating existing catalogues without adapting to
new methods of accessing information.
Cataloguing and collecting policies need to be reexamined to identify institutional bias in both content
and catalogues. We need to expand our notion of what a
record is and which records are collected and preserved.
Many institutions are not keeping up with the rapidly
changing nature of record-keeping and are failing to
collect non-traditional records and formats. We need to
look at ways of capturing ‘ownerless records’ such as
Brexit, Extinction Rebellion and Covid-19. This requires
collaboration and new ways of working together.
Trust in the record is increasingly being undermined
by deliberate manipulation of data to create ‘alternative
facts’. Personal data can be harvested to create echo
chambers channelling information that reinforces a
distorted view of the truth. Disseminating false
information has always been with us, but the digital
world has massively increased the ease and spread of
disinformation. Archives and records must be rehabilitated as an integral part of the information landscape.
Good records support democracy and can shed light on
accountability for scandals such as the treatment of the
Windrush generation and the Grenfell tragedy.
Archives can be used to expose authorities
deliberately destroying, falsifying or manipulating the
message. There are too many barriers to access, and too
much monetisation and privatisation of the record, all
of which hinder research and finding vital information.
Would greater transparency and access lead to less trust
or bring about changes for the good?
It was agreed that while we need to be pro-active we
must guard against charges of partisanship and remain a
trusted voice. A steering group comprising Alice
Prochaska, Julia Sheppard, David Thomas, Sarah
Tyacke and Jane Winters has been formed to take
forward plans for publicising and continuing the debate,
and is now holding meetings (via Zoom). Further
information about this will be reported in the next
Newsletter. The issue of ‘non-traditional’ archiving is
becoming a priority too: in November Brexit seemed the
priority; the Covid-19 crisis may well be overtaking it.
A more detailed account of the first Forum will
appear in the next issue of Archives. ■
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Record-keeping in Kuwait
On a recent family visit, Stephen
Freeth reflected on archives and
record-keeping in the Gulf state

U

Photographs: Stephen Freeth

NTIL 1946, when the oil first flowed, Kuwait was a
tiny sheikhdom and British Protectorate at the head
of the Arabian Gulf. The population of 100,000 was
mostly based around Kuwait port. Most Kuwaitis –
whether townspeople or nomadic desert herdsmen – were
illiterate. The town was of mud brick, and mostly singlestorey, with none of the beautiful decoration seen in such
countries as Iran (Persia). The heat in summer was
unbearable. All fresh water had to be brought by ship in
animal skins from Basra in Iraq.
Since 1946, oil has brought unimaginable wealth, the
equivalent of winning the Lottery several times every day.
Kuwait is now a modern welfare state with schools,
universities, hospitals, free health care, a civil service,
religious buildings, abundant food, and fresh water from a
desalination plant. Independence came in 1961.
Oil also brought huge redevelopment. The old town
was largely bulldozed and rebuilt in the late 1940s and
1950s, and most of those new developments have since
been themselves rebuilt several times. The population is
now 4 million. Kuwait City extends for miles into what
used to be desert.
Kuwaitis embraced modernity (including airconditioning, plumbing and better food) with enthusiasm.
The old street pattern was obliterated, before it was ever
mapped in any detail, and only around 100 buildings now
survive from the old town. The Bedouin abandoned the
desert and their age-old way of life for salaried jobs in

Dr Hasan Ashkanani in his
private museum and the
passport issued in 1932
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Kuwait City. However in recent years there are signs of a
change of heart. So little of Kuwait’s history now remains
that some Kuwaitis are beginning to collect fragments of
the past.
There are hardly any written records from before the
1960s in Kuwait itself. Under the 1899 treaty with the
British, a Political Agency was established and the
Government of India became responsible for protecting
Kuwait from its powerful neighbours (a continuing
problem). The Agency records are now in the India
Office collections in the British Library. Private papers of
former Political Agents are mostly now in St Antony’s
College, Oxford. Business records relating to the early
years of oil exploration are in the BP Archives in London.
The internal government of the tiny sheikhdom until the
1950s was largely oral, carried out at daily meetings of the
Emir with his subjects. The only cameras were those of
the Political Agents and their families. And Islam
discouraged representations of the human form.
Today Kuwait has official museums and libraries
which are gradually collecting material in different ways.
Kuwaiti postgraduate students are locating and
publishing records about Kuwait which are held in
England. But there seems as yet to be little official interest
in collecting the records of the institutions that have
arisen in Kuwait since 1946: government departments,
banks and investment companies, house builders and the
like. Instead, much of the initiative to rescue Kuwait’s
history comes from individual citizens. This takes the
form of private museums. The scarcity of anything of any
age in Kuwait can be understood from the contents of
these museums, such as 1950s cars, biscuit tins, drinks
bottles and other household items, and examples of
Bedouin weaving from the 1930s. We were shown with
great pride an Arab-made coffee pot dated 1920. Kuwait
postage stamps from the reign of George V (issued by the
Government of India and overprinted KUWAIT) are
particularly prized.
One owner of a private museum is Dr
Hasan Ashkanani of Kuwait University. He has
collected a number of early documents
discarded by Kuwaiti families. A gem of his
collection is a passport dated 1932 issued by the
Political Agent to a Kuwaiti lady wishing to make
a pilgrimage with her children to Karbala in Iraq.
Kuwaitis have two great advantages: money
and IT. Let us hope that as time passes, recordkeeping becomes more broadly-based, and more
digital copies can be acquired of material held in
England. But how different this all is from the
UK, where almost every town or village has
documents from the Middle Ages, and buildings
hundreds of years old. ■
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Grants, Awards, Prizes and News
BAC Grants
The Business Archives Council
(BAC) is welcoming applications
for two cataloguing grants for
business, worth £4,000 each. One
is for Business Archives, the other
for Business Archives Related to
Sports. The aims of these grants
are to fund the cataloguing of a
business collection in either the
private or public sector, to provide
ﬁnancial support for institutions or
businesses that manage business
archives, to reach collections that
have not yet been prioritised but
have potential academic or sociohistorical value, to create
opportunities for archivists or
para-professionals/volunteers to
gain experience in listing business
collections, and to increase access
to business collections.
Applications for the Business
Archives grant close on 25 June,
for the Business Archives Related
to Sports on 26 July. Full details on
both grants and how to apply:
www.businessarchivescouncil.org.uk.

Community Archives &
Heritage Group
Although the CAHG have had to
postpone the Annual Conference
on Community Archives and
Wellbeing: Improving Lives and
Beneﬁting Communities, the 2020
Awards are going ahead. There
are four categories which groups

and projects active during 2019/20
can apply for: Community
Engagement, Gathering and
Preserving Heritage, Contribution
to Wellbeing, and Networks of
Archives. The closing date for
entries is 30 June and all
applications are entered for an
overall award of Best Community
Archive and Heritage Group of
2019. More information and
application forms available from:
www.communityarchives.org.uk.

Census to cease?
The ﬁrst UK census was taken in
1801 and the most recent census
available for research is 1911. The
census due to be held next year
may be the last one to be
conducted, following a 2018 white
paper report that the government
was investigating which other
sources could be used for the
necessary data. It is estimated that
up to one million people were not
covered by the 1991 census, so

clearly it is not a perfect measure
of households and population, but
evidently ﬁnance rather than
accuracy is the issue. This year is
seeing one of the most important
events for a century: the Covid-19
pandemic will lead to the deaths
of many people and major
changes affecting the population
across the country. Which makes it
all the more important that
statistics are gathered and
retained for use in the future.
Future genealogists and historians
will lose fundamental research
data if the census ceases. It is to
be hoped that HM Government
will continue to operate a tenyearly census.

Download new JHOVE
JHOVE (Jstor/Harvard Object
Validation Environment) is an
open source ﬁle format
identiﬁcation, validation and
characterisation tool for
digital preservation, and
forms part of the OPF
reference toolset. An
introduction to JHOVE can be
found at the website: jhove.
openpreservation.org/
documentation.
A new release, JHOVE 1.24,
can be downloaded here:
openpreservation.org/
technology/products/jhove.

Archives
Archives is the peer-reviewed journal of the British Records
Association, whose aims and objectives it seeks to promote.
Published twice-yearly by Liverpool University Press, Archives
contains essays, case studies and reports on all aspects of archives.
It also includes short edited documents as well as reviews of recent
publications, websites and archival exhibits, physical or virtual.
The next issue will be mailed to members in late autumn, and
back issues of Archives from the journal’s beginnings in 1949 are
now available in digital format via the Liverpool University Press
website.
We welcome submissions, and are always keen to receive
work by early-career scholars. There is no upper limit on length
of submissions, but 8,000 words including notes is suggested.
Submissions must be the original work of the author(s) and must
not have been published previously, or be about to be.
For more information, please contact Dr Ruth Paley:
editor@britishrecordsassociation.org.uk.
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Grants, Awards, Prizes and News
Tunnock Essay Prize
The Scottish Records Association
(SRA) has announced a new prize
essay competition sponsored by
Thomas Tunnock Ltd and aimed at
post graduates. Entries should
focus on the use and interpretation of Scottish Archives both
within Scotland and further aﬁeld.
Submissions should consist of
between 4,000 and 6,000 words.
Any submission that makes use of
archival material to explore
historical matters relevant to
Scotland will be considered. The
winning entry will be awarded a
prize of £250 and, subject to peer
review, will be eligible for
publication in Scottish Archives,
the SRA’s journal. The closing date
is 1 September and the winner will
be announced at the SRA
conference in November 2020.
Further details are available at:
www.scottishrecordsassociation.
org/the-tunnock-prize-2020.

DCDC takes a break
The Discovering Collections,
Discovering Communities
Conference is taking a break in
2020 to build on its success and
will return in a new location in
summer 2021. DCDC Conference
is a collaboration between The
National Archives, Research
Libraries UK and the Joint
Information Systems Committee.

The annual conference seeks to
unite the sectors that they
represent to celebrate innovations,
challenges and experiences.
DCDC champions collections
wherever they are held,
emphasising their value to
communities. In the eight years
that it has been running, DCDC
has brought together thousands of
participants from the UK, Ireland,
Europe and further aﬁeld. For
updates on DCDC21, sign up to
the mailing list on the website:
https://dcdcconference.com/.

documentary, pamphlet, heritage
trail, book, exhibition, artefact or
event. The deadline for applications is 31 May. Full details are to
be found on the WHN website:
womenshistorynetwork.org/2020
-whn-community-history-prize.

WHN prize
The Women’s History Network,
established in 1991, is a national
association for the promotion of
women’s history. Its annual prize of
£500 is awarded to the team
behind a Community History
Project by, about or for women in
a particular locale or community.
Submissions are encouraged from
projects which include a strong
element of community engagement or collaboration, and which
communicate a sense of heritage
uncovered and learning shared by
participants from outside the
academic or professional heritage
sector. The project activity must
have led to the creation of a
tangible output communicating
the historical research, such as a
production, artwork, website,

Conversations
with archivists
A podcast created by New York
husband and wife team Karen
Trivette and Geof Huth gives
archivists an opportunity to talk
about their work – and hundreds
of them have already done so. It is
described as ‘Archivists in
conversation with archivists,
discussing their work and passions
and how they care for the
historical record and present the
storied past.’ More than 100 hourlong episodes are available at:
www.spreaker.com/show/
an-archivists-tale.

Cataloguing the BRA archives
J

UST BEFORE the Covid-19 lockdown brought a
halt to many aspects of our lives, we reached a
milestone for the archives of British Records Association
held at the London Metropolitan Archives. BRA volunteer
Alison Cassidy completed an initial listing of uncatalogued
material and re-listed the catalogued records.
More than 80 boxes were sent to LMA on our move
to Cowcross Street, and 40 more uncatalogued boxes
from half a dozen accessions have been found by Senior
Archivist Sally Bevan on the LMA’s shelves. This more
than doubles the extent of the BRA archives that will be
available for research. The collection contains several new
series including files of the Chairs of the Records
Preservation Section (including Maurice Bond), which
operated as an almost entirely independent organisation,
with its own AGMs and reports, until the 1970s.
The archives provide a fascinating picture of the
evolution of the Association, and the major role it has
played in preserving and promoting the value of archives
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and records over the past 90 years. It was instrumental in
the development of the archive sector, promoting the
establishment of records offices and professional training
as well as the foundation of the National Register of
Archives, now incorporated in The National Archives
Discovery platform. Many of the threats to records that
the BRA was grappling with in the 1930s and 1940s are
still with us today. A hand-written report by Lilian
Redstone, secretary of the Records Preservation Section,
details an undercover trip to a furniture shop in Kent
offering lampshades and fire-screens made from
dismembered parchment deeds; and now we have Sekrè
handbags on sale containing cut-up fragments of original
letters from Queen Victoria.
Work is continuing on reviewing the lists so we can
upload the integrated catalogue once the current crisis has
abated. We hope to publish a more detailed account of
the new catalogue in the next Archives journal.
Penny Baker
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A visit to Burlington House
Richard III and Henry VII. There is an extensive online
catalogue of 600 of the museum’s collections and more
details of holdings can be found under ‘Collections
Unlocked’ on the Society’s website.
We are indebted to Dunia Garcia-Ontiveros,
Barbara Canepa and Kate Bagnall for showing us
around the building and its collections.

AST NOVEMBER BRA members and guests
visited the Society of Antiquaries and the Linnean
Society, two of the learned societies based at Burlington
House, Piccadilly. In the morning we went to the
Antiquaries which was founded in 1707 and granted a
Royal Charter by George II in 1751. The Society
moved in to Burlington House in 1874. Its main
objectives are to foster public understanding of our
heritage, to support research and communicate the
results, and to engage in the formulation of public
policy on the care of our historic environment and
cultural property. It does this through its library and
museum collections, conservation and research grant
awards, publications, lectures, seminars and exhibitions.
Around 3,000 Fellows are elected annually from
across the globe, and the Society still holds the wooden
box into which blue paper slips with details of nominees
are placed out of sight, either on the left or the right for
yes and no votes. Women were only admitted in 1920,
although they had contributed to the work of the
Society and submitted information before then.
Fellows meet weekly to discuss the objects that have
been brought in and the archives and museum of the
Antiquaries include all the relevant drawings and
information as well as some items themselves. There are
now 50,000 objects at Burlington House. The archives
include minutes dating from 1717, and details of the
Fellows and their nominees (we saw the ‘blue papers’
for Fellows William Morris and John Ruskin among
others). Archives of the Roxburgh Club, the Society of
Dilettanti and the Royal Architectural Society are also
held. Morris’s home, Kelmscott Manor, is owned by
the Society and his binding tools and many woodblocks
used to decorate the Kelmscott Press are held in
Burlington House.

The library and museum
The library holdings are rich: 130,000 printed books,
600 journals and 25,000 prints and drawings, the latter
indexed topographically and by artists (many are of
churches and buildings), with items including a French
Book of Hours, Piranesi’s engravings, and T.E
Lawrence’s collection of photographs and postcards.
Among the many collections of note in the Society’s
museum are classical and medieval antiquities, a
horological collection, archaeological artefacts, brass
rubbings, medals, charters and a wonderful collection of
more than 11,000 seal impressions and casts, including
the Great Seal of 1042. There are historical paintings –
mainly portraits – which date from the early 16th
century and include the earliest surviving portraits of
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n the afternoon Isabelle Charmantier, Liz McGow and
their colleagues took us around the Linnean Society,
‘the world’s oldest active biological society’. Like the
Antiquaries, it has members and Fellows, working with
those interested in the natural world via publications,
public engagement programmes, grants and supporting
research resources supplying a forum for discussion and
the advancement of the life sciences. In spite of there
being many important female botanists, only in 1903
could women be elected as fellows and the first female
President was elected in 1973. In
1858 papers from Charles Darwin
Above: the
and Alfred Russel Wallace outlining
Society of
the theory of evolution by natural
Antiquaries’
selection were first presented here.
library. Below:
Our group was treated to a
Carl Linnaeus
fascinating talk about Carl Linnaeus
(1707-78), the Swedish taxonomist
who formalised the modern system
of naming organisms. His
collection came to England thanks
to a young medical graduate, James
Edward Smith (1759-1828), who
purchased it and in 1788 founded
the Linnean Society of London.
Now housed in a specially designed
and secure store, it includes his
library, his own writings including
Systema Naturae (1735) his new
system of classifying plants, animals
and minerals, detailed notes and drawings, and his
botanical and zoological specimen collections
(herbarium, species of fish, shells and insects). All are
lovingly preserved and in excellent condition.
The Society’s holdings of archives and manuscripts,
medals and seals are extensive and cataloguing of its
domestic and collected archives collections is ongoing:
the current Linnaean Correspondence Project is creating
an electronic edition of all Linnaeus’s voluminous
correspondence, sent and received, with summaries.
This brief resumé cannot do justice to the
extraordinary wealth of these collections which have
been preserved in Burlington House and continue to
grow under the careful custody of archivists and
librarians in these two Societies. Our group came away
feeling it had been a privilege to learn about so many
fascinating items from their knowledgeable curators.
Julia Sheppard
The Society of Antiquaries has planned an exhibition
devoted to William Morris and Kelmscott Manor to be held
at Burlington House, 9 July–21 August. Obviously this will
be reviewed in light of present museum and gallery closures.

Linnean Society
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